Home construction surges
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WALHALLA - Build-
pg permits for new
\omes and other con-
struction in Oconee
Jounty have spiked to
heir highest levels in
jve years.

“Compared with the
sast couple of years, we
are very pleased 10 see
this increase in build-
ing activity, especially
on the new home front,”
said Oconee Zoning
Administrator Josh
Stephens, “Also, we
have seen an increase
in multi-family vmit
eonstruction, These are
very encouraging signs
in terms of economic
improvement.”

Through April 25,
Stephens said 88 permits
had been issued this
year for new homes - the
paost since 94 homes

were permitted in the
first four months of 2008.
The number was nearly
twice the number of new
homes permitted in 2011
(45) and 16 more than &
yearago.

Overall building
permits in'the county
in 2018 reached 506 as of
April 25, the most since
676 building permits in
the first four months of
2008 and more than 100
permits more than the
number issued through
April 2012,

While the numbers are
not as high as the pre-re-
cession numbexs of 2007
—when 730 building per-
mits werg issued, includ-
ing 236 for new homes,
in the first four months
of the year - Stephens
said he is happy with the
growth he is seeing.

“It ig not back to the
2007 numbers, but they
were really booming
then,” said Stephens.
w9007 was the bottom of
the barrel. At this point
we have seen a moderate
increase of activity over
the past few quarters. We
anticipate this growth to

Permits for new home construction for the first four months

County.

Hesaid there are car- |

rent plans for subdivi-
sions being considered
by his office, the first
such movement in the
past two years.

He said the increase
in permits along with
reports from Realtors

about increases in exist-

ing home sales make
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ahout the rebound in the
housing market.

“Tf you talk to Realtors,
we're all seeing the same
thing - more movement
in the market,” he said.
"Mhere are a variety of
projects going on."

Spec houses ~ homes
being built without
specific buyers - have
heen almost non-existent
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during the economic
downturn. but Stephens
said he is seeing some
growth on that end as
well,

“In 2607 and 2008,
we were seeing alot of
spec houses being built
‘because people were
buying them, and it was
worth the risk,” he said.
“When the recession hit,

that was a yisk people
couldn't afford. We ara
beginning to see some
spec houses being built,
and some of the subdivi-
sions are now open to

it, When we start to see
more of that happening,
we're in for good times.”
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