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Holly Springs among 3 in state
named Blue Ribbon Schools

By Katie Jones
Staff Writer
kjpnesd@gresmvilleonling.cam

PICKENS — Holly Springs El-
ementary School is 8 tight-knit
Kindérgarten teshier T
i en teacher Lori
Newman attended Holly
Springs. Her mother taught
there, and her children attend
‘the schoel now. Kyndal Grave-
Iy's two children also attend
‘Holly Springs, where she is g
four de teacher. |
Gravely and Newman are

two of many mdm:af ;i&}lar
Springs faculty and staff that
are also Holly Springs parents,
Some faculty are former stu-
dents and some are Holly
Springs grandparents, Princi-
pal Donna Harden said. Hard-
en's children attended Holly

Springs, too.

The family atmosphere is
part of what makes Holly
Springs a great school, said Dr.
Henry Hunt, Pickens County
school district superintendent.

On. Thursday, the school
learned that others have recog-

nized its specialness. The U.S.
Department
named Holly Springs a Blue
Ribbon School, one of three
South Carolina schools selected
for the honor this year.
Nationally, 304 schools were
recognized. Winners will re-
ceive engraved plagues and

'Blue Ribbon School flags during

an awards ceremony in Noven-
ber in Washington, D.C.

School faculty and staff and
district officfals gathered in the
Holiy Springs cafeteria Thurs-
day to celebrate their recogni-

of Education -

tion with a cake and punch.

“For Holly Springs to be rec-
ognized as a Blue Ribbon
School, I think validates the
work that the faculty and staff
here at Holly Springs Flemen-
tary bave done in the past
vears,” Hunt said.

“This is not the result of just
one year's work, They have
worked for years to provide a
student-centered  curriculum
and atmosphere at Holly
Springs School.* g
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Winning schools must either achieve in the

top 10 percent in their state or have at least 40
gﬂup!:jul-rhair students from disadvantaged
ackgrounds while making dramatic im-
provements in fest,scores, according to the
1.8, Education Department. T e

Holly Springs, which has more than 70 per-
cent of students coming from disadvantaged
I:m::ltg:nm.u:l&EI et both requirements, the de-

Harden said in an email the only challenge
in worldng with disadvantaged students is not
seeing them as disadvantaged.

s 1l children have the ability to reach their
full potential when they are treated with re-
spect, continually motivated, have high expec-
tations before them and are cared for inanur-
turing environment,” she said. .
The schaol has 221 students in grades 4K-5.

‘Townville Elementary in Anderson District
4 and Gadsden Elementary in Richland County
School District were the other two state

‘schools named. They also met both require-
ments, the department said.



