‘Historie’
Christmas
snowfall
is likely

Weather service advises holiday
travelers to monitor forecast
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; Holiday revelers hop-
ing the Upstate will have
its first white Christmas
in 47 years saw their
chances improve in the
latest forecast with “an
event of historic propor-
tions” now possible,
according to the National
Weather Service in Greer.

Anywhere from one to
several inches could fall,
most likely north of a line
extending from Hartwell,
Ga, to Anderson to Lau-
rens, according to the
weather service,

“If this forecast worls
out, it _muId be an event
| that will be talked aboul
{for the rest of our lives,” a
meteorologist wrote.

The Upstate has had
three white Christmases
since 1884, which i as far

back as the historical rec-
ord goes.

Crews from the state
Department of Transpor-
tation began coating
roads with salt brine on
Wednesday and will con-
tinue today.

They started early be-
cause it could be a hig
storm and the DOT
hoped to give employees
Christmas Eve off be-
cause they could end up
working Christmas, said
district maintenance en-
gineer Jason Allison.

With the fourth white
Christmas possible on
Saturday, the weather
service has put out a haz-
ardous weather outlook
advising people with trav-
elplansin the Upstate and
western North Carolina
{o monitor the forecast.

- See SNOW on page 4A

“Iny the current forecast
we're expecting snow fo

become likely as Christ-
mas Day wears on,” sal
Chris Horne, meteorolo-
gist with the Nation
Weather Service at the
Greenville-Spartanburg
Airport.

“{Ne have just very small
probabiliﬁesfor!ightmuw
or flurries jstimas
morning, and then it in-

- creases during the day.”

Horne said it's possible
people will see the onset 0
light snow or flurries “even

A

before dawn” but said “as
far as anything real notable
it may hold off until after
noon.”

He said the snow might
linger longer into Christ-
mas night, too.

“We do have chances lit-
gering into Sunday, but it

d really dwindles to very

minimal as Sunday morn-

al ing wears on, Horne said.

Torne said there is
ahout a 70 percent proba-
hility for snow for the day-
time hours Christmas Day
for the Upstate.

Forecasting models &
vored mostly snow, al-
though areas to-the south
of Hartwell-Anderson-Lau-

f rens line could get rain,
according to the weather

service.

The last time the Upstate
thad at least an inch of snow
on the ground on Christ-
mas was in 1963 when it
was left over from a storm
wo days earlier. Two other
white Christmases g0
back to 1909 and 1947,
according to the weather
service.

‘An inch of snow fell on
Christmas in 1962 but
doesn’t count because it

melted asit hit the ground,
according to the weather
gervice,
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