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SALEM — Duke En-
erpy sayehipgh demand is
hehind the falling water
table on Lake Keowee.

Anddeal water level for
Kaowes is 99, according
to Dukespokesperson
Sandra Magee. In the last
wealk, levels have dropped
to96.4,

Magee said nothing
abnormal s causzing the
lower levels other thana
heat wave thatis driving
up demand and causing
super evaporation of lake
waters. She sald that when
peak domand isreached,
Duke pumps waterup
from Keowee to Like Jo-
cassee so the firm's hydro
station can produce more
electricity.

“Dur target of 99 (on
Keowee) Is, indeed, a
target,” Mazee said,
“Jocassed runs move when
detnand is high and, with
the prolonged hot weather
we have had, demand is
peaking.”

Additionalily, she s&id,
wator 1s always lost to
evaporation but the recent
heat wave has increased
that ptocess aswell. Typi-
cal evaparation during the
month=ofJuly 1s just over
fivis inches.

Magee said Lake Keowee
residents should not ex-
pect to see lake levels go

‘ack up any time soon un-
Jess rainfall {ncreases.

o That will, however,
change this fall as Huke
will receive two new
turhines for tunits L and 2
at Ity Jocasses hydroelee-
Arie station. The upgrade
will incresase generating
capacity by S0 megawatts
but will require lowering
Jocassee water levels.
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LAKE: Turbines to make slow journey
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Following a seven-day
yrel, the fivst turbine will
arrive near Salem on Mon-
day. The second turbine 18
expected to arrive at this
location in early Septem:
ber.

Each turhing — aboaélt
a3 feet in diameter an
weighing nearly 150 tons
—will be transported via
interstate highways on

90-axle, dual-lane trailers
ahout 250 fee long.

Once near Salemon S.C.
Highway 11, the first tur-
bine willbe parked tempo-
rarily until the second ar-
rives. Then both Wﬂl mak
the stow and winding

seven-mile journey to the

orsonnel they may ne'_ed
gn alternate route during
daylight hours of the two
days the rurbines travel to

he station.
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