Hartwell users

PCB settlement money goes to work

By Anna Simon
Clemson bureau
asimon@gregnvillenswioom

CLEMSON — Big changes
are coming soon to 8 s8m
boat Jaunch area on Lake
Hartwell near here as mon-
ey from a $9 million PCB
settlement begins to flow.

Today, there's a boat
ramp and a little parking on
the 4-acre site, No fishing
dock, no lights, not even a
portable outhouse. Zilch,

Sq envision this: Parking
for 50 vehicles with boat
trailers, 10 single-vehicle
spaces, new asphalt, im-
proved access ramps, light-
ing, a courtesy dock, a fish-
ing pier or boardwalk and
real restrooms. And poten-

to enjoy improvements

PCB money will improve boating and

tinlly & walking trail and

e ares, sl mimites | fishing access on Lake H_artwell

from Clemson and Seneca . « - 7= 3 -
wFhat is a heavily used Walhalta - ol Um

Jittle area. It's an area that LA lhsigts)

would really benefit,” said GCONEE neca Creek . |

Dan Rankin, a regiongl fish- couny - i o Central.

eries biologist at the state . 23k \°  Clemsn 1178
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sources office at Clemson.
Seneca Creek will be one
of the first South Carolina
projects to penefit from
court settlement mMODSY
stemming from PCB con-
tamination to Lake Hart-
well and the Twelve Mile
River, said Ross Self, chief
of Freshwater Fisheries for
the state Department of
Natural Resources and set-
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Under the 2006 settle-
ment, Schlumberger Tech-
nology. Corp., an interna-
tignal firm that now ownsa

former capacitor manufac-
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tlement trustee chairman
_For decades, health ad.
visories have warned
against eating certain fish
caught in the river and the
lake, Part of the settlement
money 15 intended fo com-
pensate for damage torec-
reational fishing in Lake
Hartwell, one of the 1.8,
grm}" Corps of Enginmrs:
m{';ﬁé visited lakes nation-
The same settlement in-
-cluded the removal of tr'l.llrF:J
da;ms'frﬁm the Twelve Mile
River earlier this vear, and
some funds are ressrved

toward possible
haf 2 i

turing site in Pickens that
released the PCBs, paid
$11.96 million to a fund to
benefit fishing, habitat and
natural resources. The
money ingludes $9 million
for projects in South Caro-
lina with the rest going to
Georgia projects.

Money could be re
leased by the end of the
year for some of the pro-
jects in South Carolina, and
some of the planned con-
struction conld he in place
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