Harbor
study

to move

forward

Funding revives
deepening hopes

By Raju Chebium
Washington Bureal

WASHINGTON — The
U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers said Wednesday it
will provide a record $2.5
million this year for a har-
bor-deepening study at the
Port of Charleston.

The study, which the
corps began last year, is ex-
pected to cost $18 million to
$20 million, with half the
muney coming from Wash-
ington and the other half
from the South Carolina
Ports Authority.

The ports authority and
South Caroline business
groups say deepening the
harbor from its' current
depthof 45 feet to 50 feet —
4 5300 million project esti-
mated to take at least four
years once the study is
completed — {5 critical to
allow Charleston to accom-
modate giant cargo con-
tainer ships around the
clock once the Panama Ca-
nal is widened by 2014,

The corps’ announce-
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ment marks a victory for
the two senior members of
the South Carolina con-
gressional delegation, GOP
Sen. Lindsey Graham and
Assistant House Minority
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Leader Jim Clyburn,
who worked behind the
scenes to get last year's
$150,000 installment for
the study and this year's
$2.5 million.

"We didn’t have to
twist arms or kick
butts” Clyburn said,
“We just made the case
tothe right people in this
administration and we
did it, as we continue to,
away [from public view,
The competition for
these monies i3 very
stiff and you try not to
signal too much ... what
you're doing or when
you're doing it.”

The study, which may
not be completed until
2016, was in jeopardy of
not getting funded at all
because of a congres-
sional ban on special
home-state projects, or
earmarks, for the 2011-
2012 legislative session.

House and Senate
ieaders adopted the ban
mostly in response fo
pressure from conser-
vatives such as Sen. Jim
DeMint of South Caroli-
na and tea party-backed
House and Senate law-
makers elected in 2010,

Graham, amember of
the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee, added
language to & federal
funding bill jast year to
secure money for pro-
Jjects with a demonstra-
ble national and regional
economic impact.

The Charleston port
wouldn't have been the
only beneficiary under
Graham’s proposal. That
allowed it to circumvent
the earmark ban, which
applies to specific pro-
Jects.

“These funds are be-
ing awarded under a
more merit-based sys-
tem," Graham said in a
statement Wednesday.
“We have always known
that Charleston will fare
well under that standard
ag harbor deepening is a
worthwhile invest-
men EH

!

The Charleston port
can accommodate giant
“Panamax” ships that
Can carry more cargo
than many other vessels
— but only for a couple
of hours a day during
high tide, said Allison
Skipper, spokeswoman
for the South Carolina
Ports Authority.

Deepening Charles-
ton would make it com-
petitive with other East
Coast ports, she said.
The port is used by com-
panies in 20 states, from
Florida to Indiana, she
said,

*That’s really the end
goal here, to accommo-
date the new Panamax
class on a non-tidally re-
stricted bagis,” she said.
“Four ports on the U.S.
easf coast today are au-
thorized to 50 feet. The
new Panama Canal is au-
thorized to 50 feet.”

The study will exam-
ine whether it's possible
todeepen the Charleston
harbor, how to do itin an
environmentally sensi-
tive way, and the pro-
Ject's economic impact.

The $2.5 million ig in
addition to the approxi-
mately $14 million the
Port of Charleston re-
ceives from the Army
Corps every year to
maintain the harbor's
depth and perform relat-
ed maintenance.

Business groups ap-
plauded the corps’ an-
nouncement and said
deepening the harbor
would boost the state's
ezports and help the re-
gion's economy.

“Harbor deepening is
eritical to the future of
Seuth Carolina, with
businesses in all 46 coun-
ties of the state depend-
ing on the Charleston
port on & daily basis,”
said Otis Rawl, presi-
dent and CEQ of the
Sounth Carolina Chamber
of Commerce,

"Today's announce-
ment is a great step in
the right direction for
South Carolina and the
entire Southeast re-
gion."

Steve' Evered, vice
president of govern-
ment affairs for Green-
ville-hagsed  Michelin
North America, said Up-

staté  manufacturers
would particularly bene-
fit,



