Greenville called

top ‘micro’ city

Greenville leads a magazine’s list of “micro” cities for economic developrnent,

Ranking should offer ‘significant’ global exposure
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Greenville's  strong

economic potential, cost

effectiveness, husiness

friendliness and other

qualities have helped it
again earn the top spot in
a global magazine’s an-
nual ranking of North
: Greenville ranked No.
among [Di magazine's
Top 10 *Micro Cities of
the Future” — ¢ities with
population under 100,000
— with the Canadian cit-
ies of Fredericton and
Waterloo;  Greenville,
N.C; .and Bismarck-
Mandan, N.D., complet-
ing the top five listing.
Di, a product of The
Financial Times Ltd., fol-
lows issues that concern
foreign investors., Its
“American Cities of the
Future” 2011/12 listings
ranks cifies that have the
best prospects for inward
investment, economic
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development and busi-
¢SS EXPATSion.

Greenville was also a
Micro City of the Future
for 2008,/2010,

Greg Strail, economic
development analyst for
the city of Greenville,
told GreenvilleOnline-
.com that the No, 1 rank-
ing is an affirmation of
the cooperation between
the public and private
sectors in the Greenville
area "as well as the col
laborative efforts of all of
our economic develop-
ment partners.”

He said the successes
in Greenville would not
have been possible with-
out the efforts and lea-
dership of City Council

and the support of part-
ners such as the Green- |
ville Chamber and the |
Greenville Area Develop-
ment Corp. |
The magazine said
Greenville has the sec- |

ond best economic po- |

tential, behind Waterloo,
Ontario. The city ranked

-third in the promotion

strategy calegory and
ninth in Top 10 micre hu-
man resources category. |

Strait said the rankings
will provide “significant |
exposure for Greenville |
around the world, in par-
ticular BEurope.”

John Moore, executive
vice president of the
Greenville  Chamber,
said, ” It's very valuable
to see the external valida-
tion, that other experts
around the country and
around the world are
looking at what we're do- |
ing o grow our econom-
ic development approach
and telling us that we're

doing the right thing”  *




