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Greenville Opera plays Artlsphere

Debut involves
3 staged scenes
l;r‘ln'n'ilnh
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Artisphere, Greenville's
~citement-filled May 79
irts weekend, will offer
10t just more visual artists
han ever before, but also
serforming arts events
hat include a debut per-
ormance by the city's
wewly minted Greenville
Ipera Company.

The company will pre
ient staged scenes from
Verdi's “La Traviata,” Puc-
ini's “La Bohéme" and
Viozart's “The Magic
flute” in a free perform-
ince Friday.

Whhfuunderﬂmct&n—
ir Jim Broussard calls the
dfort to s%:t t?n opera
sompany in the Upstate “a
launting task,” he feels
he time is right. It's an
dea he's nurtured since
996, when he and his lyric
soprano wife, Tina, moved
o Greenville from Switzer-
and. Broussard is the mu-
iic director at Christ
“hurch  Episcopal. His
vife is associate director
nd teaches - vocal per-
ormance in her own sti-
fio.

For many years, the con-
ile performed in the Euro-
yean opera system that is
dl state-run;, a far different
way of paying and support-
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Jim Broussard believes the time is right for an opera company in Greenville,

ing artists than exists in
the United Sintes, where
arls organizations survive
on the largess of mostly
private and some public
contributors.

As for why he wants to
establish an opera com-
pany in Greenville and
why now, Broussard says
there's no question the tal-
ent is here, along with the
desire to perform. The
Greenville O Conr-
pany’s trial balloon got its
first lift with a gala per-
formance in February that thr
featured 14 Upstate sing-
ers.

“It was a great chance
for us to introduce our-
selves to the people we in-
vited," Broussard savs,

*There’s a lot of musical
theater in Greenville, but
this art form is not avail-
able here.”

In addition to its Art-
sphere appearance, the
company also will perform
Leonard Bernstein's jazzy
one-act opera “Trouble in
Tahiti” at the Eascades

with “Con Amore” May23.

Broussard says financ-

mg fur the nascent con

will have to come

wﬁﬁﬂnﬁs corporaie ing

and ticket

sa]es He wants to start
"u small.”

e don't want to go out

in our first season,” laughs

Tina Broussard, while ac-

lumwledg'}ug-ﬂlqtﬁmq}m
pany can’l pay its profes
sional singers miore than a
small honorarium. The
good news, she says, is
that these emerging art-
ists are “dying to sing be-
caise they need the ex-
perience to build a résu-
me."”

Jim Broussard says his

again audition nofice in Classical

Singer Magazine brought
an avalanche of interest
from across the nation.
Thﬂ company’s upeorn-
full preductions in-
lﬂl.lﬂ.E Mozart’s “The Mag-
e Flute," with an Aug. S ga
la performance/silent auc-
tion; and  additional

ces Aup, 6T

performan
and Russms*"ﬂieﬂarber

YOU CAN GO

B What “A Night at the
Opera,” The Greenville
Opera Company's debut

B When: 7:30 p.m. May 7

B Where: Christ Church
Episcopal, 10 N. Church St
H Tichets: free and open to
the public

= Information: 616-3231 |

of Seville,” in spring 2011
Those ormance;
will be held in Chns

Church Episcopal’s Finla

Hall, which has a stage
dressing rooms and spacy

| for a small orchestra. Al

- the hall needs is somi

“eosmetic work” Brous

sard says. -

The Greenville Oper
Company also has com
missioned an opera fron
composer Arlen Clarke
who resides in Greenville
Tina Broussard came uj
with an idea u{j thclli?!]dtrié
opera — sung by 1
— whose libretto will b
hased on author Linda Ke
ly's “Mice on Main™ book
illustrated by sculptor Zat
Wells.

The Greenville Oper:
hopes that the hunger it
the Upstate for opera wil
match the supportit need:
0 survive and prosper fo.
years to come,

| Arts writer Ann Hicks car
be reached at 864-298-
4004,



