Greenlink to start Clemson

‘Weekday round-trip service begins Sept. 9

By Rudolph Ball
Staff writer
dbel|@greemillenaws.com

The Greenlink bus service
has taken snother step toward
creating & regional mass transit

tem for the Upstate by estab-
glsjing a new route between
Greenville and Clemson,

The service starts Sept. 9 and
willoperate onthe hour Monday
through Friday between 6 a.m.
and 11 p.m., said Mark Rickards,

Greenlink director. _
Greenlink ev&ntim]ij.rplgptﬁ ;
stop or stops in Easley, possi
artﬂe Walmart along U.S.123, he
said, but for now the buses will
run nonstop between the Hen-
drix Student Center on Clemson
University’s main campus and
the university's International
Center for Automotive Re-

route

go," Rickards said.

He said the fare — $1.50 one

1in Greenville,

BE;ﬂlg"rds:»rn ICAR, riders will be
able to board smaller, connector
buses ta Greenville Health Sys-
tem’s Patewood medical cam-
pus, the University Center or
Greenlink’s downtown opera-
i center.

1:lm'}llgllur drivers have been ge-
lected. Our buses are ready to

ay, or $3 round trip—is com-
:ﬁgﬁve Eith‘the cost of driving
acar; giventhe price of gasoline.
The bus will take about 50
minutes to travel the 35 miles
berween the Hendrix centerand
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ICAR, Rickards said, and
another half hour to go
from ICAR o dovmitown,
stopping along the way at
the GHS campus and Uni-
versity Center.

Rickards said Green.
link might expand the ser-
vice to weekends ifit's Jjus-

ified by the ridership, byt
likely won't be taki
Clemson foothall fans to
and from Death Valley be-
cause of traffic congestion
ofl game days.

Clemson students will
ride free since they pay &
transportation fee as part

2ir college costs and
the university is contribut-
ing $420,000 a year to help
pay for the new route,
Rickards said.

He said Greenlink will
chip in about $200,000 a
year, all of it from state or
federal grants,

From Clemson, the new
route will follow U.S. 123
through Easley, then take
State 153 through Pow-
dersville and Interstate 85

N

toLauréns Roadand ICAR,
Rickards said.

He said Greenlink has
ordered a pair of 29-seat,
commuter-sivle buses for
the new route.

The buses, which cost
$68,000 apiece, will offer
WiFi service and softer
seats for the longer-than-
normal trip, he said,

They're scheduled toar-
rive in October, and Green.
link will use its regular 37-
seat buses in the mean-
time, Rickards said.

At the student center on
the Clemson campus, rid-
ers will be able to connect
with the Clemson Area
Transit service, or CAT
bus system, though CAT
turned down a chance to
participate in the new
route, Rickards said.

Becauseofachangeina
federal classification, CAT
had to share federat transit
funding with Greenlink for
the first time this year and
was “very disappointed”
with the outcome of negoti-
ations between the two
systems, said Rick Cotton,
ity administrator fopr
Clemson, which operates
CAT.

He said a federal for.

mula “was unilaterally taﬁ)-
plied to Clemson” by the
Greenville Transit Author-
ity, which operates Green-
link, leaving CAT with a lit-
tle more than 28 percent of
$2.8 million in federal
funding for the current fis-
cal year.

“The goal hadbeen to do
a multi-year agreement,
but unfortunately we could
not agree on even gne
50 we shortened it,” Cotton,
said. “We did agree to one
yearand we’li be revisiting
it in October.”

Cotton said Clemson
had hoped to escape the
new federal classification
by creating its own metro-
politan planning organiza-
tion along with Seneca,
Pendleton and Central but
the state highway commis-
sion rejected the plan.

TA  Chairman Trey
Fouche said the negotia-
tions were difficult “but
the formula currently be-
g}g used is fair and equita-

e

Greenlink established
the first service to Mauldin
and Simpsonville last year
and down the road would
like to connect with Foun-
tain Travelers Rest

-

and Greer, Rickards said.

Inlaunching the service
to Clemson, Greenlink is
responding to transporta-
tion needs that have
emerged as a result of
Clemson University's en-
gagement with Greenville
over the past decade and
the resulting establish-
ment of various resesrch
and education centers
around towmn,

Those include ICAR
and a biomedical research
facility at the GHS caimpus
along Pelham Road.

Clemson also moved its
MBA program downtown,
It has offered instruction
atthe University Centeron
Pleasantburg Drive since
the late 1980s.

Today, hundreds of
Clemson students and fac.-
ulty members study or
work at those Iocations and
many have regular duties
on the university’s main
campus as well.

Clemson  administra-
tors say the néed for bus
service between Green-
ville and Clemson is espe-
cially acute for students
living in Greenville with no
cars of their own, many of
them from foreign coun-

tries.

Those students pay fees
for a health service anc
recreation facility on the
main campus - but can’t
really take advantage of
them since they are sp
many miles away from
where they live and study.

The students are also
far away from one of the
fundamental experiences
of Tiger life — football
games at Death Valley —
and the many part-time job
opportunities offered
through work/study pro-
grams on the main cam-
pus,

The new bus route is
“going to be a wonderfy]
resource for eur students,
particularly our interna-
tional students,” said Greg
Pickett, an asseciate dear
in Clemson’s College of
Business and Behavioral
Science.

He is in charge of the
MBA program and related
graduate business pro-
grams that are scheduled
to move into the One devel-
opment on Main Street
early next year. About 460
students are enrolled in
those programs, Pickett
said,



