Graham: Six Mile has come long way in 100 years

U.S. senator helps

town celebrate
centennial

BY GREG OLIVER
THEJGLIRNAL

SIX MILE — Six Mile
has experienced its share
‘of highs and lows over the
last 160 years.
A rich education heri-
tage, including the former
Six Mile Baptist Academy
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“In the next 20 years, 30
million baby boomers are
going to retire and people
are living longer,” Graham
said. “No one ever planned
for Social Security-to be
stretched that way.

“We're at a stage in
America where all these
programs that have been
kicked down the road are
coming home {0 roost. .
We've got to make hard de-
cisions, but the World War
11 generation that fought
Hitler and Tojo didn’t
whine and complain.™

and continuing today

with Six Mile Elementary

School, Cherokee heri-
tage, having four Medal
of Honor recipients and
the slow, steady pace of a
small town atmosphere
-are among the highlights,
The 1929 tornado that
r%ppaﬁ through the town,
killing nine people — in- +
cluding anentire {amily
—&erves as the low point,
But, through [t all, the
town continues te thrive,
Last week, during the
town's centennial celebra-
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State Sen. Larry Martin and his wife, Susan, view one of

the 20 panels depicting the town's 100-year history on
permanent display at the Six Mile Community Center. The
town celebrated its centennial Friday.

~ Tn Sotith Carolina, tex:
tile mills that once served
as a staple of communities
are virtually nonexistent
today, and Graham said
that means higher educa-
tion has become & neces-
sity.

“To give kids a mean-
ingful job in the 20th
century, they're going to
have ta go to school and
they're going to have to
larn abouat things we
dica’t even know existed
he suid.

tion dinner, U.5. Sen.
Lindsey Graham credited
the citizens of Six Mile

— past and present — as
the reason,

“T'here's probably some
50) times in the Iast 100
years that it could have
fallen apart — just like a
church or family,” Gra-
ham said. “But people
worked together and put
their differences aside,
and that's what we're los-
Ing in ' modern America.”

Whereas Graham said

Six Mile, like America,

Graham said what
makes Six Mile great is
that, like America, people
have been willing to _do
what it takes to provide
4 better life for thenext
generation. That determi-
nalion is what the G&:}ﬂa]
native said inspireshim
today and should also
serve as i inspirationto

athers. )
“1t 5 my hope that, over
" the next 100 years, we do
things that peaple will
look back on and say, “You
know what? They fought
like Tigers but came to-
gether when they had to.
While Graham said it’s
fine for people to want a
better life for their chil-
dren, grandchildren and
great—grandchildren, even
to the point where they

get mad at government for

perceived shortcomi.ngs:,
he ecautioned, "Nothing's

didd’t enjoy the modern
conveniences of cars, TVs
_and radios a century ago,
he said that citizens of
today aren't necessarily
better off. The economy is
hurting, evidenced by the
9.6 percent unemployment
rate; the Internet, while
a valuable informational
tool, also contains materi-
als that pollute the mind;
and the Social Security
and Medicare programs
face uncertain futures,
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-(Egﬁ);a_tgg 100'years

ever gaing to happen un-
1ess people are willing to
work together”
wjf we can't find a better
way to work together, otg'
best days are behind us,
hesaid. “But ifwefinda
way to work together, m}r
best days are before us.
TFollowing the banqm_et,
(iraham and other invited
dignitaries were bused to
{he Six Mile Community
Center, where 20 pa_\-nels
surrounded the walls.
The pau_els.'ﬁ'fan_ﬂlng 5
feet tall, each contain
nearty 20 photos and
articles depicting decades
throughout the past 100
r's.
YeTafle panels, which were
opened to the public_Sat-
urday, can now be viewed
from § a.m. to § p.m.
weehdays.
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