Graduation ratesin Oconce, Pickens above
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THE JOURNAL tion rate at-81.5 percent; while 7
Pickens County’s on-ti.me gJ.:ad—
COLUMBIA — The gradua- uation rate hit an all-time high

tion rates for the school dis-
tricts of Oconee and Pickens
counties exceeded the state av-

o report card sh_'ows the gradua-

of 82 percent in 2015,

Both surpassed the state
average of 80.3 percent, which -
in itself is an improvement over

ability to have a graduation rate
of more than 80 percent is part -
of its overall goal of being one -

~of the top 10 schoel districts in
South Carolina, ,

 “If we are 0 achieve our goal,
our first priority must be to
reduce the nurber of students

Pleased the district has seen
" improvement in its gradua-

tion rate for seven consecutive

years, R
 “The graduationrateisa -
tremendous story of ongoing
success for’ our district,” Merck
said. “In 2010, the board of

erage based on the report cards
released Wednesday by the 8.C. .
Department of Education. - . -
Oconee County officials said
the school district’s current -

state average

_ Assistant superintendent of
Instructional services Sharop,

- Huff said there were several
Initiatives that contiibuted to
the increase in Piekens County
— Including graduation coaches
and the Adult Learning Center’s

- SUmMmer program. .
“We Placed graduation -

- tonew format and new testing..
- Instruments. - .. .7
Although mest of the infor-- S

mation presented on the report
card has alveady been released.. -
‘to the public, officials say. AQT
~Aspire continues to showthe -,
district pexcent ready: level is B
above the state percent ready g
for English and wgath, but - -

. slightly-under for reading and )

,_Writing...'j--- PR B
. - Ginger Hopkin assistant.su- -
. berintendent for instruetional - .
services, said the John Colling
Writing Program is among
“many new instructional initia- -
tives inthe distriet.” s
- “Whatweare learning -

- last year’s graduation rate of
-.-80.1 percent, - .-

leaving the school system before
they are ready,” Thorsland said.

trustees set a goal of reaching
an 80-percent graduation rate
by 2015, We met that goal a year

Superintendent Michael -~

. building on that success.” 4

‘more than just writing,” -
':.ThOrSIand'saidft;—hat'while S

~ capable of so much'more,” S
.Thorsland said: *We arede- .
-termined to help ‘them set.and.
achieve high goals so they will. -

B coaches at each high schoo] to
identify students who are a
:¥isk of dropping out anrd to work

Pickens County superinten- .
Thorsland said Ocones County’s _ dent Danny Meick said heis -

early and last year we just kept

was pursuing two- and four.

year degrees, compared io 70.3
. bercent statewide. . :

- It also showed 60.9 bercent of

the distriet seniors were eligible

Wwith th'ose_stu_dent_s ohe-on-one for the LIFE scholarship, higher

.10 see them through their high

~School careers,” Huff said, “Thg °
SUThmer program at the Adult - .
Learning Center has also had & .

huge impa
‘whoare ri

deadline

- "Pickens County officials said. -
‘the State Report Card also re.
vealed 64.3 percent of the sehgol

- ,_;'d,isttfi'ct’sszjom -';gl‘ja'c}uation class

thrbugh this progfam is that we

need to raise the bar for what
We expect students to achieve

: because they live up to the -
expectations we set for them,” -
-Hopkins said. “This will affect .

how we tgach across-all subjects

. and we feel it.will impact much

satisfled with much of the state

‘Report Card; thedistrict isnot- .
-totally satisfied, s -

“We know our stidents are

- be college and careetready ' ©

ct by helping students

ghton the bubble to. -
be able to earn, enough eredits to

" Braduate before the graguation - .

each summer.”

: than‘:t_he-42.2-perp,eqt_“sjcatewide. :
+ . “Those humbers taken togeth..

or.show us that oy tidents are .

being weli prepare ced . |
- in college but that sonie 6 them

Inay have chosen not toapply”
~Huff said, “We are going to work
_ to:determ.ine_thereasgni”, o
=~ Oconee County officials say +
- the report cards, réquired -

-by the No Child Left Behind

foderal Jaw, would nét include
s districtratings until2oi7due -

-when they leave the Schoo! Dis:
trict of Oconee County.”

The district.and school report

" cards can be found on the DOE. -

websitd at ed.sc.gov, .

;State superintendent of édy- -

»cation Molly Spearman said the

-state will contimie to bodst aca-

.-+ demic achievement and that she

encourages students throughout
. "South Carolina to excel. . E

- “Tamproud of how far we've

- come, and I want to commend .
© our students, parents and teach-

.. ers for their success,” Spear-

man said.
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