'Doing things right’

Government, BorgWarner, Toyota officials celebrate partnership

BY JOSIE RABBITT between the two companies, mark for this Toyotatransfer cage”
THE JOURNAL The crowd gathered Friday for Toyota senior vice president Chris
4 Tayota business launch event at Nielson safd. “They've lived upto

SENECA — Employees of BorgWar- Borg\Warner's Seneca plant to cele- every ounce of trust we've placed in
ner sat in their red shirts alongside brate the BorgWarner-Toyota part- them.”

members of Ocanee County City nership, in which the local plant is LS. Sen, Lindsey Graham, a Seneca
Council and other government producing transfer cases for Toyota. native, praised the partnership.
officials as BorgWarner and Tovota "What the people at the Seneca plant

executives celebrated a partnership are producing is the global beneh- SEERIGHT, PAGE AT
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RIGHT: ‘A huge boost
to the community’

FROM PAGE M1

“Tovota is a premier com
pany,” Graham said. "“The
first time they decide to
take their line out of Japan,
they choose Seneca. That
says a ot about the people of
Spngqarandﬂmﬁnrng:ﬂr

In the last five vears,
BorgWarner has invested
$60 million and provided
more than 500 jobs in the
community, ncluding a $5
million investment with
more than 100 iew Jobs [ast
vear,

“The factlity here has
been a huge boost to the

fanilit:.rhashemhamshme
1895 and hasgrown to
EDﬂmmﬂuymTlmnksm

pnsimr&grnwm since the
recession. We are one ofa
few counties that has seen
such positivity, and because
of the manufacturing and
investing, we touch your
mwaﬂets" thethird Ieast inthe

BorgWarner broke
i e
plant in 1995 with only 34
emplovess. '

“It'sawonderful story,”
BorgWarner president and
CEO James Verrier said,
"We made legs than $1 bil-
lion in sales back when we
first started and did almast
no business in Sonih Car-
alina, Nﬂww&maﬂ? B
billion in sales and have
created more than 1,000
Jobs for South Carolinians.
We aren't stopping here. In
2020, we hope tabe at $15
billion in sales, and we'rp
mjngtnﬂdﬂewe that while

South Carolinians were
employed by BorgWarner
to produce “a successfully
launched transfer case,”
according to Nielson,

“Not often does one get to
celebrate such an incredi-
ble Jaunch at such a great
plant in such a great state”
Verrier said. “I visit a lotof
plants, but South Carolina
is alittle different, South
Carolina just gefs manufac-
luring.*

South Carolina
of Commerce Bobby Hitt

il

agre .

“We're doing things
right," Hitt said. “We're
building a diversified scon.
omy with a can-do impact
mﬂm w‘ldf"

The transfer case was
challenging for BorgWar-
ner employees, according to
Stefan Demmerle, BorgWar-
ner’s viee president and
president and general
manager of TorqTransfer
Systems,

"What did it take to
‘make this transfer case
asuceess? Demmerle

. asked, “1t's been a long nine

years. In 2005, BorgWarner
started collaborating with
Toyota, As the relation:
ship grew closer, trust was
built. Tn 2011, we gained a
ﬂemlupnmnrcmmm with
Toveta. In 2012, we got "
their pmducﬁnu contract,
We've given 470 jobs to the
community with this, and
we'd like to continue that
progression.”

“We're on a roll in this
community,” Graham said.
"We've got great workers
— peaple that show up
o titne. The finest tech
schools in the ﬂﬁuntrrm
right down the road For™
companies like BorgWar-
ner and Toyota, we are the
ace in the hiole. We'd like to
keep it that way. Those who
live here, we are blessed.”
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