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Google gives a virtual tour of

City among the first to implement online 3D mapping

Greenville
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tor content partnerships at Google, said
a 3D model of a city, town or neighbor-
hood enables a Joca] government to pro-
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the first municipalities in the deve?(l)ltano’l’l (ficc)lr énarketing to potegti?l previously may h.ave been confined to
nation to participate in Google’s il va‘fsé a 1e Jacob Due] of the city)s gO\‘r‘ernmen‘t a’genaes. :
Cities in 3D Program. oo Iic cvelopment departmfznt. Its ' “Greenville’s participation is a sign of
The electronic mapping system of the G;Vlnl-w;n Situation for‘ I (thF city) and . ‘ .
2.3-square-mile downtown area is a posi- T00gle ecguse other c'1t.1es will view oyr COmHntmenF to Innovation, transparency
tive tool for a number of reasons, accord- stfe and decide to participate in the pro- | and EkeRogie dev_el_o pment,” he said,
ing to Mark DePenning, the city’s GIS Initially, only cities with large down-
administrator. ‘ i tgwns and business districts could be
| Orlglnally developed to support Viewed in 3D op Google Farth, However,
the downtown master plan, jt js also inOctober, Googlelaunched the program
“WE CAN EASILY DEVELOP A used as part of the Teview process for ~for smaller Cities and rural towns,
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downtown Projects. It allows develop-
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POTENTIAL DEVELOPERS.”

Jacob Duel, city of Greenville

During the planning phase, the city’s
GIS department provided the necessary
geospatial data such ag high-resolution
aerial imagery, terrain data and 3D build-
ing data. These features were included in
the 3D buildings layer in Google Earth.

The initial launch was created from
2007 data, however, the program has a
two-year update schedule, with the city’s
first scheduled for January 2009.

“The partnership provides our deci-
sion makers with better tools for plan- |
ning by displaying current downtown |
real estate, street layout, and terrain with-
out having to leave City Hall DePenning
said. “Basically, we can take a virtual tour |
downtown to see buildings, streets, ter-
rain and available space while sitting at
our desks. That is a big cost savings to the
city’s budget”

He says Cities in 3D js especially help-
ful to the economic development depart-
mentand provides necessary, preliminary
information for external companies con-
sidering development or redevelopment
of property within the given radius.

In viewing a proposed project in this
manner, developers are better able to
gain an understanding of how a building
would fit into the existing landscape.

“The release of the 3D model to the
public complements a variety of Web-
based images of Greenville that are cur-
rently available to the public on the In-
ternet, including satellite, bird’s eye and
even street-level views” DePenning said.
“There are long-term benefits that did
not cost the city a penny.

As the program becomes more
prominent in the marketplace, DePen-
ning said it can promote tourism, al-
lowing potential convention planners
to see the proximity of lodging and
venues. It may also enhance public
safety by pinpointing crime and high
traffic areas. There is the possibility
that it would assist the fire department
in identifying blighted areas that are
vulnerable to fire hazards,

“Providing millions of Google users
with access to our model through the Cit-
ies in 3D Program is extremely beneficial

fo everyone,” DePenning said. “Partner-

ing with Google further promotes our
positive image as an innovative city”
J. L. Needham, manager of public sec-
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Downtown Greenville SC uploaded by: Nekname ynavaiable on Juno 16, 2008
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Other models you might lka:

Ozean Crock Nodh and South Towers

Model complexity What's this?

Tags
Ciy, Downtosn, Highise, Highrisa Croonvila, SC, South Carotna,
Tpsiate, South, Stvscmper, GSP. Buiding, Bank, lower

Views (7 days). 11
Downioads (7 days). 6
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A 3D Mode! of many of Downloan Greenvile, SCs high-rise buidings. psing the new texiure feature from
Gesgie Eadth Bela 4. Fiaase nolo, however, that this model is far from complzle, and i prabably not highly
aozutie, Ala, I ncudes two Buidngs (‘Pinnacie® and “Camperdean’) which are aot yet buil.
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Above is an example of Googles virtual tour of Greenville. (Image/Google)
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