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lf’roject Big Apple came to fru1t1on Wednesday,

with'the anfiduncement that the world’sleader in high-

speedrailway couplings is moving its North Ameri-
can manufactiring headquarters to Pickens County.
County Council gave final approval to a fee-in-lieu
of" tax,es ‘agreement and other incentives in a specxal
meeting ‘at” Alliance Pickens headquarters to make
way 1 for'the annouhcement that German-based era-
contact would be building a '$3.6 million facility in the
Plgkens County Commerce Park that will create 45
jobs
l;g‘e company had been’ referred to as Project Big

: Apple in county documents'tc shield its identity dur- -

1ngrnegot1at1ons because it will be moving its only op-
eration in the U.S. from New York te Pickens County.

“This world leader could have:gone anywhere, but;"
they chose *Pickefl’ ’County,”’ceu’ncﬁ?chalrman Jenfii- -

i b 34,

owneg' cotnpany, sald the Plckens County School Dis-

)J'.

‘Carolina family,” Gov. Nikki Haley said ina statementr

-cision to create 45 new jobs in Pickens County. i
© huge win forthe people of South Caroli arand isa eal>

‘Getiethl managér of the famﬂy—' 'reason to celebrate across the state.’?;,,,

" trict’s Career and Technology Center’ was one of the
“key selling points in the decisionto locate in the park

neat Liberty:
“It was love at first slght " he aId of hls visit to the
county while prospecting for a 51te

The company will be needmg sales. neople engl— S

neérs and technicians, and it expects fo be recruiting
students right out of the career center and trammg

“them for jobs, he said. :
The 38 000—square -foot facﬂlty is expected to be
‘completed in the first quarter of 2017, he said, :
The company's market in the USA is similar in size
to its business in' China, where it employées-about 200
workers, and Kurz told The Greenville News he ex-

pects to'have that large a workforce here eventually. -
“It's always a great day in our state ‘when we can
welcome a company like era-contact USAto the South

released by the Department of Commeéree, ™

o« erman compa; ‘
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