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Dr. Klaus Schariloth, left, the German ambassador to the United States, tours the ICAR campus Tuesday
morning with professor Thomas Kurfess.

German ambassador touts
future of manufacturing

By Rudolph Bell

AFF WRITER

gll@greenvilleonline.com

The German ambassador to
the United States says his coun-
try has benefited from defying
the conventional wisdom and fo-
cusing on manufacturing,

Ambassador Klaus Scharioth,

in Greenville for a conference
Tuesday, said other countries
told Germany 20 years ago that
services was the future, not man-
ufacturing.

“We always challenged that,
and we tried to keep our manee
facturing base,” he said.

Today manufacturing ac-
counts for about 25 percent of
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See photos from the International
Conference on Sustainable Auto-
motive Technologies at Greenvil-
leCnline.com.

Germany’s economy, and more
than 40 percent of its gross do-
mestic product is exportrelated,
the ambassador said.

“We are not only proud of that,
but we believe we need to try to
protect that” by innovating and
investing abroad to gather the
best ideas from around the
world, Scharioth said.

He spoke at the Clemson Uni-
versity International Center for

Automotive Research as part of a
conference on sustainable auto-
motive technologies. It began
Tuesday and continues today.

The ambassador said Ger-
many lives by exports, and “you
can only do that if you have excel-
lent education, if you have excel-
lent science, excellent research
and also excellent infrastruc-
ture.”

He told GreenvilleOnline.com
that German companies have
created 22,000 jobs in South Car-
olina in recent years.

“That has to do with the loca-
tion, but the other reason is
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Clemson University,-and [
wanted to take a look at this

Manufacturing
Co mwd&d 510 million to
endow two professorships
_atICAR and operates a data
\and research center on the
CAmpuE,

and

During a talk to atten-
deesat lunch, Schatioth ad-
vocated free trade and
comrion industrial stan-
dards for North America

Europe.
He said financial mar-
kets and companies should

be- Dbe regulated to prevent an-
other econpmic erisis and
#g,  that Germanyis No. linso-

lar power because it re-
guires power compariies to
extra  electricity
generated by household
mlm'energyajrstems mak-
ing the systems worth-
while for consumers.
1CAR is hosting the con-

ference in conjunction with
the University of Applied
Sciences in Ingolstadt, Ger-
many, and the Royal Mel-
bourne Institute of Tech-
nology from Australia.
Suzanne Dickerson,
ICAR's director of global
business  development,
said the conference drew
about 140 aitendees, a sel-
lout, with about half from
Germany or Australia.
“This is the first time this
conference has been done
it North America, so we're
very excited to bring it to
ICAR first,” she said.

Dickerson said ICAR

KEN OSBURN / Staff

Josef Kerscher, the president of BMW Manufacturing, addresses the International Conference on Sustainable Auto-
motive Technologies 2011 at Clemson’s International Center for Automotive Research.

hopes to become the
Southeast's top venue for
autondustry gal:!mnugs
In the re-
search campus is sched-

uled to host the second an-

rual Transatlantic Summit
with its European research
institute partner, the Auto-
motive Intelligence Center
of Bilboa, Spain.

Next year, the Instifute of
Electrical and Electronics
Engineers, the leading pro-
fessional society for electri-
cal engineers, plans its first
electric vehicle conference
atICAR



