GHS,
Clemson
become
partners
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more federal research |

money, officials say
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Clemson University and
Greenville Health System an-
nounced a partnership Tuesday
that officials say is aimed at at-
tracting more federal funding
for medical research and im-
proving health care.

The agreement also is being
touted as & catalyst for new
business start-ups and job cre-
ation in the region.

Under the: arrangement,
Clemson will bethe primary re-
search collaborator for GHS,
responsible for administering
all of its scientific studies, Dr.
Spence ‘Taylor, vice president
for academics at GHS, told
GreenvilleOnling.com.

Joining the two entities will
create an academic health cen-
ter thal is more attractive to the
National Institutes of Health

_angi other federal funders, he

=aid,

About half of all NTH funding
goes to the (existing) 100 aca-
demic health centers, so we
were always... behind the eight
ball," Taylor said. “This makes.
us very very competitive for re-
search funding. We're really ex-
cited about the pessibilities."

*This will open doors for us,"
added Clemson President Jim
Barker.

Clemson and GHS have part-
nered on health care research
since 1000, Barker said, adding
the two are involved in $6 mil-
lion worth of research now. But
that's expected to double in four
years through the formal col-
laboration, he said.

The arrangement means that
GHS will serve as the laborato-
ry for Clemson researchers to
find better ways of delivering
health care by tackling issues of
access, quality and affordabili-
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ty, he said.

|  And through develop-
ment of new biomedical
devices and techniques,
it'salsoexpectedtolead to
spin-off businesses that
will mean additional jobs
in the region, Barker said.

Taylor said every dol-
lar invested in an academ-
ic health center reaps
$2.50 to $3 for the local
ECOnomy.

"We probably get calls
once a week around eco-
nomic development op-
portunities that want to be
attached to this academic
health center, and we just
haven't had the infra-
structure to be able to ac-
commodate them," he
said. "This will help ug do
that.”

Barker sajd the col-

laboration
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GHS CEO Michael Riordan’

| said the partnership with

Clemson could be a catalyst
for new business start-ups
and more jobs in the
region. KEN OSBURN/STAFF

erease the number of stu-
dents interested in health
careers and support fac-
ulty recruitment in health
fields. It also will help
both institutions save
money by avoiding costly
duplication of services, he
said.

“They were adminis-
tering their research, put-
ting their teams together,
and we were doing it too,”

should in-

he said,

“This i§ & great oppor-
tunity for them to focus on
what they do best, which
is running a great hospi-

‘tal, and for us t6 focus on

what we do best, which is
research.”

Initially, research will
feeus on practical solu-
tions to health care prob-
lems, innovative diagnos-

.tic tools, increasing pa-

tient mobility, novel can-
cer treatments, and
medical devices designed
to improve patient care.

“By working together,
we will create a research
engine that will acceler-
ate improvements in the
quality of health care and
serve #§ arn ineubator of
new ideas and initiatives,”
said GHS CEO Michael
Riordan.

“Simply put, we arele-
veraging resources in or-
der to accomplish more
than any one of us could
doby ourselves.”



