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GE to expand in

Investment in test facility won’t
bring additional jobs here

By David Dyles
and Rudolph Bell
STAFF WRITERS

GE =aid it is expanding
the capabilities of its ad-
vanced gas turbine test fr
cility in Greenyille, but the

| move won't involve any
- new jobs.

Located in GE’s gas tur-
bine manufacturing plant,
the test facility will offer
the capability for fullscale
validation of s next
generation gas turbines,
heavy-duly compressors

and gas turbine systems,
company officials said.
The expanded capabili-
ties will bring GE's invest-
ment in the Greenville fa-
cility to approximately

5170 million, the officials
-gaid.

“Our newly expanded
test facility in Greenville
will help enable thorough
fullscale validation of
heavy duty gas turbines at
the factory site,” said Paul
Browring, vice president
of thermal products for GE

Power & Water. “We'll be
able to validate a complete
gas turbine system, dupli-
cating conditions dur cus-
tomers experience at a
power plant during opera
tion.”

Mark Reilly, spokesman
at GE's local complex, said
the work began in Octoher
of last year and much of it
is already done.

“This is really just an in-
vestment in additional test
capabilities for this facili-
ty," he said.

GE officials said the fa
cility will provide a con-
trolled environrment with

additional = instrumends

GE's gas turbine
manufacturing plant
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tion, enabling the com-
pany to acquire more data
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Greenville

as opposed 10 a traditional
field-validation approach.
Testing of 4 new gas tur-

bine prior to shipment re-
duces construction and
cprmnissionhg cycle
fimes at new power plant
sites because the need for
field testing is greatly de-
creased, GE officials said.
Initially developed for
the validation of GE’s re-
cently upgraded Frame
7FA gas turbines, the facil-
ity will support long-term
development and testing
Ofcalﬁgtl)ml-lllge of GE 50 Hz
an Z COmMpréssors
and oas turbines. GE



