Foreclosure clinie to offer free help

Homeowners can get counseling,
0 meet with lenders at Aug. 28 session
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The executive director of
the Greenville County Hu-
man Relations Commis-
sion said her office has

helped more than 700 fami-

lies who are wrestling with
foreclosure woes in Green-
ville County.

“We have been extreme-
Iy busy and anticipate be-
ing busier,” Sharon Smath-
ers said.

She said her staff has

counseled 728 homeown-
ers “in pre-foreclosure and
foreclosure this year.”

Foreclosure clinics are
scheduled from 10 a.m. un-
til 2 p.m. Aug 28 at McAl-
ister Square on Pleasan-
burg Drive.

Smathers said the fore-
closure counseling is free.
The HRC is funded by
Greenville County.

Alfred Middleton, whoe
handles foreclosure coun-
seling at HRC, said there
will be “a number of len-

ders there.”

He said there will be an
opportunity for those in or
nearing foreclosure to pet-
hapsnegotiate or draw up a
more  workable  deal.
“These are facetoface
meetings,” he said.

“Meet the lenders and
find out if you can qualify
for an alternative” mort-
gage, Middleton said,

There will also be law-
vers and bilingual assist-
ance on hand, organizers
said.

Smathers said she and
her staff have invited major
housing lenders from
Freddie Mac and Fannie

Mae and a variety of other
housing experts. The ses-
sion will also include repre-
sentatives from area banks
and the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban De-
velopment.

Those attending the ses-
sion should bring recent
correspondence from the
lender; two recent pay
stubs; two recemt bank
statements; account bal-
ances (for credit cards, in-
surance, utilities or medi-
calbills); and an estimate of
monthly expenditures.

For information online,
£o to www greenvillecoun-
ty.org



