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MNo matter where Matt Polter decides to go fly fishing,
he always brings a friend and camps out for days at a
time, walking up and down the nearest water source
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CLEMSON — Living
with four younger sisters
took its toll on Matt Polter
growing up.

He ia, anidalwayswas,
an easy going guy and
older brother, but he
simply couldn’t relate to
playing house and drink-
ing imaginary tea.

His father picked up
on this; as he too grew
up withsisters who

-would have rather eaten

dirt than spend time in
the woods or in An 4rea.

slreams., -

When Polter tfurned
10 vears old, his father
introduced him to fish-
ing while they Hved in
Colorado. .

“He hought me a wooden
rod with a sterling silver
reel” Polter sald. "I was
pretty certain he was the
best dad in the world.

T was so ready to learn

evervthing about fishing

from him. And to this day,
it continues to keep our
bond strong.”
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snap, unlike & reel cast,

where the bait or lure will

sit beneath the water wait-

ing for a hite.

| Matt started casting.
out intothe rapids and,

in no time, hard a bright

rainbow trout on his Hine.

When he looked back

to yell to his father, he

slipped on a rock and fell

into the icy water.

“It-was all slow motion,"
Tim said. “Tsaw him slip.
Even though I was rush-
ing up to help him, I didn't
think he was in danger
because I had told him to
stay shallow.”

Tt didn’t matter. The cur-
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i=, before taking him 10
an area on the Coloradd
The water Was rushing
mnre-intqnsﬁ:lﬁr than the
Jast time he had visited
his favorite fly fishing
spot. but it didn't concern
him too much.
+ told Matt to stand
ghout ankle d@'etp ogt e
pre, and star cast-
?Eg »rpim said. " We had
ticed in the yard alot
pefore goiNg out that day.
His casting skills were
roally on point, and T felt
like he was goingtobed
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fishing, one uses & lure
shaped like Fsh's natural
prey — for instance, an
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caught in the current of
o sfream — in order 1o
provoke the animal out
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are called “flies” and
o
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All grown up now, Matt
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ON THE FLY: fishing
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