Fly ishing populariy growing around Upstate

‘more hooks written
about fly fishing
than any other tactic to -
catch fish. Writers wax
poetic about high-dollar
bamboo rods used to
make the perfect presen-

tation of hand-tted dry - .

flies in order to match
thé-hatch for"r_hajéstie '
river-ran trout, This -
type of fishing conijures
up visions of “A River
- Runs Through It.”
i While thistype-of
fly fishing maintains a.
tremendous following,
much of thie water acces-
sible to Upstate anglers
doesn’t fit into that
category, L :
Subsequently, anglers
tend to consider fly- -~
roddmg a trout spec1ﬁc

dlscovered ; Just about
- any type of fish: species
that can-be:caught on
conventional tackle ¢ can:

be caught on fiy tackle. ;s g

~Mordaver, fly casting -
_can beone of the most
successful tactics for

taming one of the most o

- aggressive and numer::
- ousspeéies of fish ih ‘the”
© state. That's why around
-the fullmoeon perlods
of this mentli; andinto
June, you'll find both
novice and veteran fly
casters working the local
lakes with a ﬂy rod m .
“hand.. -~ |
“With. the growmg pop
ularity of fly fishing over
the years, tackle manu-
facturers hegan putting
less expensiVe and more
user friendlyfly) rods and
combos on the market.
A quality fly-rad combo
" canbe purchased’ for -
. about the same price as--
any battcast or spinnmg
" outfit. Like spinning and
_ baltcast_lng, it takes:a -
hit of practice tolearn to
effectively handle afly
rod.

. The trick to.casting a.
fly rod is to remember
that you're castmg the
line, not. the Teire, Trying.
to push the rod forward
into the cast —as is done
with baltcastmg and
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allow the fly line to lay
outand present the balt

to the fish.~

. For breain ﬁshlng,

- small pepping bugs'and -
-flies provide almost no

~ weight, so the weight

of the fly line hastobe
used to.propel the.bhait:

*forward. Another aspect.

of fly fishing for small

- gpecies of fish isthat

the fly reel’:s primary.
purpose is not-for fight--
ing fish, but for storing -

" line: Retrievmgabream :

on the hook is much

~ easier to-do by stripping

the line in; 'rather than
usmg the réel.
‘Fly rods are smed

' based on line weights. A

good: panﬁsh or trout-

-sized rod isin the 3-5 line
weight range. Rod length .,
. is'amatter of personal

'preference but rods don’t

“ neéd to be overly. Iongfor

bream fishing. - :
A road measurihg

between 7 and 9 feet

. will meet most needs.

As mentioned, the fly
reel’s basic function is

_line storage, so there’s
little need to-buy one -
~ with lots of bells-and .
_whistles. A basic fly
-~ reel that is of decent
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A -".'I‘hese scrappy bream fell toa poppmg bug that was cast into. .@ bream bed on fly tack- |
' |e. Lonk for Iarger-stzed bream t0 head fol' the be

P

vice the bream arglet:

for many years..
Fly lines come in -

a varlety of styles

become the industry -
standard; and floating

i line is preferred since

“watel. depths of bream
beds séldom excéeds 4 to

b feet deop. From there

" the angler can get as"

fancy or as basic.as he
or she wants. A 1ono:

- filament leader can be .

‘made with ared length

- of 4.to 6 pound test moho - .
* 1ine, or the angler can =
-~ buyfly ﬁshmg mono '

"leaders that taper from

~ 10-pound test downto -
4:pound test. These can- o

be purchased in ost

. retail stores.

As with any lure, match

- thesize of the bait to the -

size of the, ﬁsh Bream
have smallmouths and

- bugsand ﬂies with small

er hooks'in thesize-10
range will hook more. -
fish. Larger baifs w1th
larger hooks are accept:
able for the biggest. bréam

and the not-so-oecaeional ‘

largemouth bass that -
shows up.

Locating a bream bed
is more than half the
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oward th "mlddle 0

LT pical beddi g’ -

. habitat will be muddy i
L - orsandy. bottoms in -
:.shallow water'around
Weight-forward line has . .
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structures.such as,
“docks, brush or roeks‘.

* Onceabream bed is-
,located it's important- .
Cto keepat ldasta cast’s -

distance offthe bedl. -
Usinga trollmg motor

Lo positlomng aboat

tob close to the bed Wll

|
1]
. +scatter-the fish, and you |
. _may have to wait-a day .
" or at least'several hours-
H
-
I

for.the: quallty ﬁsh to
' return.

i Tagiok for beds to be-
‘looated_in the shallow, t
~ flat-areasin the.upper -

_reaches of most. 1akes
If'an dréa’contains a

. latge bream bed c,lose
"to shore, ériffishing :

“without a boat, a good

“idea is to walk the bank

or. wade in the area. and i
‘east to the fish? Fo |
Care-should be ex- "

Sy ercised not tolet your

‘shadow cross the bed'to.

'-’,',‘keep from spooking ﬁsh

PHII.I.IP GEN'I'IIY is the host of

. “Upstate Outdoors,” a weekend
... outdoors:radio program heard
" on WORD 106.3 FM and can be

- reached at pgentryé@bellsouth.

o ammb



