Lush hatchery, lakes streams

Fishing Is a major
component of our local
tourism industry, We
have four lakes, multiple
rivers, more than 15 spe-
cies of fish, five state re-
cords; one world record
and a fish hatchery that
. keeps our waters stocked
full of trophy trout year
round,

Since trout are cold
water fish, now is the
time to wet your hook.

The South Carglina
Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) runs
the Walhalla Fish Hatch-
ery (www.hatcheries,
dnr.s::_.govfwglhaﬂgfin-
dex.html). They produce
rainbow, brown and
brook trout. When the
fish reach 9 inches-to-12
inches they are released
In waterways that include
Lake Jocassee, the Easta-
toe; Chaugaand Chat-
tooga rivers,

500,000 fish are

Approximately

released every
Year. As g result,
we have world
class fishery just
waiting for you -
to try your luck.

Far atruly
fascinating day
trip, drive put to
the hatchery for
& tour of the fa-
cility where yon
CaN See avery
stage of produc-
tion from the egg to the
catchable fish, You can
also gee some "lunkers”
up to 15 pounds that they
keep on hand just for your
viewing pleasure,

While you are there,
You can try your hand
at trout fishing o the
berdering stream. Just
make sure you havea
valid fishing license and
follow the rules (www,

KEN
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dnr.sc.gov/regula-
tionshtml).

If vou have new
et been fishing,
but want to learn
how, 1 highly
recommend
chartering a local
fishing guide. For
fly fishing, a great
place to start is
the Chattooga
River Fly Shop
(www,chatooga-
riverflyshop.com)
In Mountain Rest
on Hwy. 28, '

Karl Ekberg, the owner,
is an expert fly fishar-
man who ties his own
flies right there in the
shop - and sells thém, too.
You can also check out
the Chattooga Whitewa-
ter Shop in Long Creek

on Hwy. 76 (www.chat-

toogawhitewatershop,
com), Both have every-
thing you need to get

started including some
great guldes and hands-
on instruction.

As for Lake Jocassee,
if'you don't have a boat,
4 gulde is mandatory
and there are several
to choose from on our
website at (www.8C-
MountainLakes.com), I
recently cayght a 3-pound
Brown Trout with local
gulide Russ Reynolds
(www.JocasseeFishing,
com) who has been guid-
ing on the lake for more

than 20 years. Give him
acall.

So, get outdoors, keep
the lines tight, hang on,
have fun and remember
this - even if you don't
catch a fish, a bad day of
fishing always heats a
great day at work.

KEN SLOAN, is president and
CEQ of the Mauntain Lakes Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau,



