Firm: $10M needed to

FEPHOTE
Wayne McCall voted
against the Project North
purchase Tuesday night.

[~2%

Project North development could begin within a year

BY CARLOS GALARIA
THE IOURNAL

WALHALLA — Now that
the $2.5 million purchase
of the 415-acre Project
North property is offi-
cially on the books, Oconee
County officials must
decide how quickly they
waitt to plow ahead with
retrofitting the industrial
site with infrastructure.

retrofit site

T
complete the third phase,
for a three-phase total of
approximately $10.1 mil-
lion. '

Council members are
motivated, for ohvious
political reasons, to see
the site develaped quickly,
Members supporting Proj-
ect North did so in the face
of fierce publie opposition,

Couneilman Paul Corbeil
told The Journal |ast
weeh that the Highway 11

industrial property could
be ready to market In 12 to

24 months.

Council Chairman Reg
Dexter, who picked up on
Corbeil’s mantra that Proj-
ect North is all about jobs,
said last week that develop:
ment of the property could
begin “in the near fiture”
because sewer, water and
power are nearby; '

Councilman Mario Su-
arez aligned himself with'
Corbeil and Dexter, while
Councilman Wayne MCall

SEE PROJECT, PAGE AS

Arepresentative of BP
Barber, the engineer-
ing firm Oconee hired to
survey and test the soil at
the site, presented County
Council on Tuesday with
cost estimates for putting
roadways, water, sewer and
electricity throughout the
portion of property to be
used for industrial develop-
ment.

Engineers said the first

FROM PAGE Al
remained opposed. Coun-

{0 cast any voies because
of his long-time associa-

England.
MeCall said he voted
against the purchase

a real planfor how the
property would be nsed.
County Administra-

tor Seott Moulder {old
council that an engi-
neered design is needed

before Oconee could move
farward with any phases:

of Project North,
“Ye nead (o have a

cost estimate hased onan

actual design,” Moulder

cilman Joei thrift refused

tion with the seller, Snook

because he was never sat-
isfied thatthe county had

phase of the industrial site
on Highway 11 would cost
almost 5.4 million.
Project engineer Johi
Culbreath crunched the
ntimbers. He said $2.8
million wauld go for water,
£341,000 for wastewater
and $2.1 million for roads.
Culbreath said the entire
second phase would cost
$2.9 million and it wenild
take another $1.7 million to

PROJECT: Timeline unclear

said. “That needs {0 be
done before you move into
a phase development.”

Eeonomic Development
Director Jim Alexander
said Wednesday that
anv movement on the
property is unlikely until
“yarious opportunities
associated with develop-
mentof the park” are
lpoked at.

‘Members have hinted
that private investors
might be interested in
partnering with Oconee.

«A fter the first of the
year when we start look-
have an idea of howand
when development would
atart” Alexandersaid
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