Final push for spec

numbers of residents lost their  [77van 001 its second spec building.
jobs and homes to foreclosures, _ Corbeil and EDC afficials point
elected officials shoved the What: Oconee County Council - ;uuttm:riﬁc:s that the first shell
Economic Development Com- meeting- tnilding was a success despite
mmission's petproject to the back  When: 6 tonight it being vilified as wasteful gov-
burner. Where: 415 S. Pine 51, Walhalla - ernment spending. The county

Tonight. the EDC will ask recouped its more than §700,000
Oconee Connty Council once investment in that building,
agaln tomove ahead with a ﬂpec huildings to attrict businesses  which sold in 2007 after being
bullding. . without spending money tobuild  on the market 23 months, & year

This time, with the excep- new ones, the idea likely has the faster than the nation:d! average.
tion of Councilman Wayne support of a majority on council. th'tTechnulngies. Ine, took
McCall, who adamantly argues. Councilman Paul Corbeil has  possession uf the first spec build-
that Oconee has enough empty championed the EDC's call for ing, doubled its size tc 80,000

-

building expected

snuare feetand created 50 new

| jobs.

- Corbell has also argued that
the investment in a spec builid:
ing dpes not preciide the county
{rom continuing to pursue find-
'111131e.nants for existing build-

n

| “We need to have as many
lines in the water as practical,”

| Corbeill told The Journal, *1
think we've agreed before that.
we need to be making declsions

| on gond business rationale and

not just political or uther suhjec
tive considerations,”

Specifically, couneil will be
asked tonight to award a Request
for Propuosal to Sparfan‘hurg
g . contractor Roebuck Build- |
ing Co., which had been selected -
far the iﬂh Almost 19 months ago |
just as the economy was tank:
ng. :

Roebuck sent county officials
a letter in May stating its prices -

SEE SPEC BUILDING, PAGE AS

SPEC BUILDING: Decision due

FROM PAGE At
and percentages are still

¥ ].]

Couneil appr
almost 3 m'iﬂm
economic development
initiatives in the $42 mil-
tion 2010-11 county budget
that included funding for
the spec building.

EDC Director Jim
Alexander has hammerad
home support for the spec
building évery opportu-
nity he gets.

*We need to show prud
ucts because people are
looking now,” Alexander
said,

Council members Reg

Dexter and Joel Thrift,
who previously were
reluctant to support
funding a spec building,
appear more willing to
da so this time around.
(ine reason why they'll
likely line up behind the
project is the maore than
£700,000 in utility tax
credits that would help
pay for it.

‘MeCall is not so con-
vinced. He insists the
county is far from an eco-
nomic recovery and would
rather see the money used
for other priorities, such
ag solid waste.
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