Feds sending additional inspector
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SENECA -- The Nuclear Reg-
ulatory Commission 1 sending
an additiongl inspector to the
QOconee Nuclear Station to assist
in finding the cause of a leak

that Ied to the shutdown of the
reactor at Unit No. 1 this week.
The reactor remained shut
down Thursday, according
to Valerie Patterson, a Duke
Energy spokeswoman. She said
the root cause of the Jeak in the
Unit 1 containment building

had not been found Thursday
afternoon.

NRC Spokesman Joey Ledford
said the inspector is a mechan-
ical engineering specialist and
will arrive at the Oconee plant
today or Monday. He said the
inspector will be assisting the

NRC's resident inspectors in
finding the root cause of the
leak and help with analysis
of the situation. The NRC has
three resident inspectors at
Oconee, one for each of the
three reactors,

"It's actually more typical fo;

to Oconee

us to send in a whole special
inspection team, but it was just
enough of a challenge that they
needed some help," Ledford
said, “It's not to the Jevel of a
special inspection where we
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