Faulty reading shuts down

Unit 2 going back
online after false
vibration signal
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After almost four dec-

ades of operation at the na-"

tion’s commercial nuclear
plants, even the control
rooms of these high-secu-
ity workplaces can seerm

pretty routine, but that
wasn't the case Saturday at
Oconee Nuclear Station.
An alarm that indicates
reactor coolant pump vi-
bration suddenly litup, and
a monitor showed some-
thing was very Wrong.
Reactor coolant pump vi-
bration was part of the sce-
nario on March 28, 1974, al
Three Mile Island’s partial
core meltdown, which is
listed by the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission as the

EVACUATION PLAN

What do you do, where do
you go if asked to evac-
uate? Find out at:

svgreenvilleonline.com

most serious accident in
US. commercial nuclear
power plant operation his-
tory.

Operators at Ocones im-
mediately went to visual da-
ta on their computer
screens md saw vibrations
rising m two of the four coo-

lant pumps in Unit 2, one o1
three reactors on the shore
of Lake Keowee near
scores of upscale lake
hqme communities, 10
mﬂqs from Clemson Uni-
versity and 40 miles from
Greenville.

Inthe end, it was a faulty
piece of equipment that
gave a scary reading and
jolted those watching the
dashboard from their usual
routine.

It's a reminder of what's
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on the drawg:»g bﬁ:res
across the nation :and in
Soﬁ Carolina
v Sabisch, senior
NRC resident inspector at
Oconee, was at the plant
Saturday and heard an an-
nouricement go out. With-
in moments, he was in the
Sabisch was working at
Three Mile Island on that
fateful day in 1979. There
were many indications of
hlems that day at Three
I3 Islapd. Temperatures
were going up. Pressures
ere abnormal.
At Oconee, “all those
were normal and hadn't
changed” except for the
reading on the two pumps,
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FROM PAGE 1A

M—ff_

Sabisch said. “If there was
actual vibration, you woul

to see other indica-
tions of problems as well.”

Although there were no
gther alarms of indications
of trouble, operators and
management “drew a line
in the sand,” Sabisch said.
When the monitor showe
vibrations bhad reached a
certain level, “they made
the right decision early.”

They shut the unit down.

It took 27 minutes o
manually shut it downina
calm and methodical man-
ner, Sabisch said.

«Ope of the lessons that
came out of Three Mile Is-
land was when indications
tell you to take action, take
the action. That’s what they
did,” Sabisch said.

In control

“The operators Were in
control of the plant rather
than the plant controlling
them.”

Sandra Magee, spokes-
woman at the Duke En-
ergy facility, said that when
workers “couldn’t confirm
that in fact there were vir
brations,” the operaior
“made a conservative deci-
sion to manually shut the
reactor down to. investi-

Operators have manda-
tory classroom and simula-
tor training two weeks out
of every 10 weeks through-

d out their entire careers,

and this was"a textbook re-
gponse” that addressed the
jssue “while it was still'a
small problem, Magee
said.
Duke
according o

Energy officials,
the NRC, had

d to fully insert control rods

into the reactor to stop the
nuclear chain reaction.

Reactor nnel
worked to remove heat
from the reactor hy a sy%
tem of bypass valves, the
NRC said. .

Water levels in the steam
generator were maintaine
with a main feedwater sys:
tem, said the commission,
which also said the sta
tion's other two reactors
weren't affected.

Workers traced the prob-
lem to a power supply that
feeds the vibration indica-
tor and replaced the power
supply, Magee sal

“The pumps weren't ac-
tually vibrating. There was
an issue with
supply that feeds the indi-
cator. It was causing it to
read an inaccurate account
of vibration when there
was no vibration,” Magee

nuclear
Clements

said.
In Columbia,
watchdog Tom

the power P

cause the pumps aré S0
critical to cooling down the
reactor, it deserves i
attention by the company
and the NRC” said Cle-
ments, Southeastern 1t
clear campaigi coordina-
{or for Friends of Earth.
Workerswent into there-
actor building after it was
off line “to do a full inspec-
tion looking for leaks oOf
any abnormal conditions
and didn’t find anything,”
Sabisch said. “They took
care of some other unrelat-

restarting, an
viewed it as well.”
Workers began the slow

d process Monday morming

to bring the reactor back to
full power. By 5 p-m., Unit 1
was operating at 54 per
cent, and the Process was
expected 1o continue into
the evening, Magee said.

Duke is continuing to
evaluate the cause of the
problem with the power
supply. Magee said.

“This was never anissue
with public safety. Ttwasa
ijece of equipment that
was operating out of nor-
mal parameters, and we
shut it down quickly to
make the repain” Magee
said. “It was not an emer-
gency situation. It was'way
gov'm the threshold lad-

er”



