Family escapes inferno

- uly questions

Blaze levels Lake Keowee home, kills
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for smoke inhalation but
was released quickly. One
firefighter was also taken
by EMS to the hospitai for
evaluation and released.
“The decision to make this
a defensive operation and
protect homes on either
side and three cars in the
driveway wis madi as soon
as fire crews determined
all ocoupants had vaeated
the structure,” he said,

Shirley acknowledged
that family members did
express concerns ahout
the department's response
time,

Hemnoted that the near-
est fire hydrant was 900
feet up.a hill from the
home and that pumpers.
did have to travel over
three miles on winding
and steep roads to reach
the location. However, he
defended the amount of
time it took to get water
on the fire,

“We hegan flowing
water within approxi-
‘mately 10 minutes of being
dispatched. The long, nar-
row dand steep driveway
alonag with the advanced
progression of the fire
uponvarrival presented
obstacles throughout the
fire,"” Shirley said.
“lLarrived on scengat »
12:32 2. m, and multiple
lines were already flowing
water onto the fire" he
saitl, “We never had an
issue with water.”

The Keowee Fire
Department along with
the automatic aid sta-
tions of Keowee-Ebenezer
FD, Corinth-Shiloh Fire
Nepariment and Oconge
Emergoncy Services were
d:spatched immediately.
Assistance came from the
Salem and Keowee Vine-
wards Fire Departments,
the latter responding with
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a fire boat, which assisted
in supplying water from .
Lake Keowee {0 fire hoses
at the rear of the home,

Resriie 4 and Rescue 22
provided medical moni-
toring and rehab on the
seene, and The Ameri-
can Red Cross provided
drinks and food for emer-
gency workers and also
priovided assistance to the
family:

At this time the exact
cause of the fire is unde-
termined but based on
interviews and an on-go-
ing investigation, it is
believed to be accidental.
The loss has been estimiat-
ed at just over $1.million.
Shirley confirmed that
one of two family dogs
died in the blaze. The fam-
ily is believed to be stay-
ing with Lasier’s parents,
who live two doors away
on Dinghy Count



