Fall leaves expected to change color

earlier this year

Upstate leaves should;)eak in mid-October
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CLEMSON — The leaves are changing
colars with the cooler weather, and one
Clemson University professor thinks they
are changing much faster than expected this
time of the year.

Victor Shelburne, professor emeritus at
Clemson’s School of Agricultural, Forest and
Envirpnmental Sciences, said the leaf-bear-
ine trees in the Upstate are about 10 days

of daylight.
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are more vibrant "whena , Northeastaye currently in
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According to the press
release, Shelburne said
the best time to view
colors is right after a cold
front moves through. Tha

Shelbhurne said in the
press release. “While
we're still in a drought, we
received enough rainto
keep most of the Teaves on
the lress”

* He said serious drought
¢an cause leaves to fall
before they change color,

and too much cold weather front pushes away gjle i
too early can shorten the + haze and ¢reates a clear,
5eaS01, ' sunny day.
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seg vibrant eolovs in this
area are in the mountains
of Georgia, South Caro-
lina and North Carolina,
rather than in the Pied-
mont.

If you're looking to trav-
el to find the best colors,
he said New Englandand
the Appalachian moun- \
tains into Maine have the
most reliable fall colors.

“The East has the most
leaf eolor variation due to
the large numbey of spe-
cies,” he said.

ahead of their typical foliage peak season.

He expects the Upstate to hit peak season
around late October, and early November for
the Pledmont area.

Atcording to a press release from Clem-
son University, Shelburne said that color
change is based on environmental factors,
such as rainfall, temperature and duraticn

“Ag days become shorter and nights cooler,
the green chlorophyll in leaves begins to be
replaced by naturally occurring pigments,

Different pigments create different colors,?
the report cited.

Shelburne said his students and he
fraveled from Clemson to the Blue Ridge
Parkway to introduce them to the colorful
mountain trees,

“The change in elevation is between 700
feet above sea level to just over 6,000 feet, 50
the students see the difference in species as-
sociated with elevation (and climate),” Shel-
burne said. “And, in the case ofleaf color,
(students saw) earlier leaf color in the higher
elevations because of the cooler weather as-
sociated with higher elevations.™
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Leaves are changing colors earlier this
year, according to Clemson University
professor emeritus Victor Shelburne.
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[ , scarlet

Sourwood, brilliant scarlet

Red maple, pink to bright red
Blackgum, brilliant orange

smooth and winged sumac, bright red
White oak, red to purple

| Scarlet oak, brilliant scarlet

| Northem red oak {(mountains), red

| Yellow poplar, yellow

Sassafras, orange to scarlet

Sweetgum (Piedmont, low mountains), yellow to scarlet/
maroon

The Upstate has more than 100 different species
of trees and shrubs.




