i WASHINGTON — U.S. factory
| output rose for a fifth straight
month in December as manufac-
turers cranked out more CAars,
appliances and processed food,
The gains suggest factories gave
~| economic growth a strong boost
atthe end of the year,

The Federal Reserve said Fri-
day that factory production rose
0.4 percent in. "December, That
follows gains of 0.6 percent in

: both November and October.
Ctor Automakers increased produc.
a tion 1.8 percent last month and

‘ 10.4 percent year over year,
l Higher consumer demand is
Out u ! driving much of the increased
: manufacturing activity. Produc-
' ° ‘| tion of ap ﬁnces, I1"urnitugtlal,

carpeting, food and clothing
‘ Cllmbs grew in December. Output of
consumer goods gained (.5 per-
g O cent. |
. ln Dec Overall industrial produc-
' L tion, which includes manufac-
' turing,dmining and utilities, in-
creased 0.3 percent in Decem-
Demm%forﬁhelps ber. ’Il‘llllat's also the fifth straight
roauction monthly gain.

boost U P Total productior;] increased
h Boak 3.7 percent over the past 12
'l ::D::sm Pross months and has surpassed its
prerecession peak, Output is
now 22 percent above its reces-
sion low hit in June 2009, the

month the downturn ended.

Other indicators point to con-
tinued manufacturing strength.
Factory orders climbed 1.8 per-
centianemher.Asurge in air-
craft demand led the increase in
orders, while  businesses
stepped up spending on machin-
ery, computers and other long-
lasting goods.

And despite a slowdown in
hiring last month across the
broader economy, factories add-
ed jobs for the fifth straight
month in December.

here are signs that the rate
of growth for factory production
could slow,

Automakers drove much of
the improvement in industrial
production through the end of
last year, as motor vehicle sales
Jumped 8 percent to 15.6 million
last year. However, many indus-
try analysts expect the pace of
buying to decline in 2014,




