Expansion to add 300 jobs in

Company that makes parts for trucks,
cars, aerospace to spend $7.3 million

By Julie Howle
Staff Witer
fhowle@greanyillensws.com

A manufacturer af com-
ponents for the automo-
tive, commercial frucking
and aerospace industries
said Tuesday the expansion

of its operation in Pickens
County will mean an in-
vestment of about $7.3 mil-
lion and the creation of 300
jobs over five years.
Kongsberg Automotive
will move from its location
on State 183 in the Pickens
area to a facility in the Eas-

ley area on Kayaker Way
that housed Confluence
Watersports, officials said.
Confluence announced ear-
lier this year that it was
moving te the former Hita-
chi television tube factory
along Mauldin Road in
Greenville,

“Three hundred jobs is
huge in today's economy
and especially for Pickens
County. This is a big deal,”
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-4 ens County

. Council
-8 Y| Chairwom-
:i.\ an .I[ennifur

Willis,
About 80
people
gathered at
Tri-County
Technical College’s Easley
campus to hear the news
Tuesday. It way Pickens

McKinnon

Easley

County’s fifth economic de-
velopment announcement,
and largest jobs announce-
ment, since June.

“Since June of 2011,
that's nol even six months,
we have announced 547
jobs and $26.4 million in in-
vestment, which was cul-
minated with the an-
nouncement from Kongsb-
erg Automotive,” Willis
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“1 am very thankful that
we are able to do that in to-
day’s economic climate.”

Matt MeKinnom, Kongs-
berg's plant manager, said
the company needs to refit
the building and in the new ' -
year will probably start to
trapsition into it.

He said officials hope to
be moved in by the end of
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Candace Moare, human

resource
Eongsherg

manager
) Automotive,
gaid the company will cre-

for

ate a range of jobs from |
manufacturing to engi-

nesring.

Moore said thepay scale

will depend on the level of
experience antl expertise.
Company officials ex-

pect most hiring to start in
January. People can apply
at the Liberty One Stop
starting then, Moore said.

McKinnon said they
started the vear with 100
employees and will go to
400 at the end of {ive years.

He said the company,
which hasaglobal footprint
and multiple business
units, considered other lo-
cations in the U.5

In the end, South Carg-
Xinais very pro-husiness —
costs here are very reason-
able," McKinnon said.

“We've got a very nice
setup with the building,
very reasonable lease rate,
property tax here is very
reasonable, and South Car-
olina'is also a very good
place as far as our custom-
er base and shipping.”

McKinnon said staying
in Pickens County also is
good for retaining employ-
ees, whohavealotof exper-
tise.
Willis said, “We could
hawvelost 100 jobs and an ex-
isting industry because
they were landlocked in
their facility, they could not
operate efficiently, they
could not do the thingsthey
needed to do to grow their
business in the location
they are in now.”

But instead, the jobs
aren’t lost, and an industry
that has beenin the commu-
nity for years remains, she
said.

Ray Farley, executive
director of Alliance Pick-
ens, the economic develop-

ment arm of Pickens Coun-
ty, said Tevis Machine
Products starfed in 1989,
and the company was sold
to Teleflex in 1999. Kongsb-
erg Automotive acquired
the Pickens operation from
Teleflex in 2007.

“Without a doubt, our lit-
tle community has been
blessed this year, and that
came with & lot of team-
work and a lot of effort,” he
said.

Farley said Pickens
County is fortunate to have
facilities like the Easley
campus of Tri-County
Technical College and the
Pickens County Career and
Technology Center “help-
ing to drive what’s going to
be our future job growth in
our community.”

Farley said, “Kongsberg
needed a building, and it
wasn't until the Bill Mas-
ters’ property became
available that we had &
building that could handle
them.”

He added, “It was also &
fortuitous fit because if not
but for that property being
vacated, we had no other
existing building options
for them in Pickens County.
They were going toleave,”

McKinnon said one rea-
son this has come together
iz the work of Farley and
County Administrator
Chappell Hurst to find the
company a home and make

sureit could have a solution
that made sense financial-
Iy.

“You've heard about our
long history, and I think the
real success today and
what we're proudest of is
the fact that our history
here is going to have a fu-
ture,” McKinnon said.

Willis said County Coun-
cil has approved on second
reading an ordinance for a
fee-in-lieu-of-tax  agree-
ment and the granting of a
special spurce revenue
gredit for the company,
dubbed “Project Room."

Willis said the ordinance
requires a third reading,
which is expected in De-
cember.

She said part of the pro-
jeet qualifies for the fee-in-
lieu-of-tax agreement, like
the new eguipment, but
that old equipment they
would be moving to the new
location doesn't.

The special source cred-
itis for the part that doesn't
qualify, Willis said. She said
the county will make up the
difference on those por-
tions by giving the compa-
ny atax rebate.

Under the fee-in-lisu-of-
tax, the company would
pay a flat annual fee on
their mew capital invest-
ment for 20 years instead of
paying the 10.5 percenl
property tax rate for manu
facturing, Willis said.
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