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Erosion complaints sgall dlrport runway project

DHEC verifies claims of dir
entering nearby creek, lake

BY CARLOS cALARZA
THE 10URNA|

SENECA — A $4.2 mil.
lion ry nWay extension
project at Oconee Colnty
Regional Airpart has been
stalled hy complainte gf
stormwater pollution to a
nearby creek and lake,
" 'The state BPepartment
ofHeaItIrand-Enﬁmn-

« mental Contrgl (DHEQ)
confirmed Thursday that
It instrupted dlrport of
ficials to fix the Probiem
by updating the alrport's
stermwatey pollution
brevention plan,

In the meantime, work

thatbegan in October to
give the airport a 5,000-

foot runway via a 600-foot

has shut down. Instead,

all work is focused on sro-

sion control,
Local officials hope to
have tha-prnjef;t com-

bleted by early- o mid-Au-

Bustin time for Clemson
University's foothall
Beason,

Airport Director Kevin
Short said DHEC officials
fequested erpsion coritrol

modifications more than
tWo weelks ago, _
Shert sajid the airport
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RUNWAY: Project dei;yed after heavy rains
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area has received “(re.
mendous amounts of rain”
since fhe beginning of the.
vear.

"My hope is that they]]
el the erosion controls
‘start hauling dirt and get

15 project completed,”
Short said.

DHEC spokesman Thom

EITY said the agency
inspected the airport fol-
lowing a complaint turned

intothe US, Army Corps
of Engineers that silt and
sediment were getting into
acreek and lake near the
airport.

“The Corps turned the
complaint over to s,
Berry said. “We investi.

&ated and confirmed the

problem,” .

The Corps of Engineers
monitors Lake Hartwell,
Which is near the airport.

Berry said DHEC met

~ With airport officials ang

instructed them to update

the stormwater plan. He
said the plan includes steps
to correct the problem and
Reep it from happening
again.

In March, Short said that
Plateau Excavation Tnc. of
Austel, Ga,, the company
hired to do the runway
extension, had added ag-
ditional people to its Crews
in an effort to complete the
project by August.

Work entails digging up
and hauling 430,000 cubic
yards of earth from the

westend of the airport for
the extension east of the
runway.

The runway extension
wonld allow larger cor-
Dorate jets to land at the
airport and is expected to
boost economie develop-
ment opportunities for the
county.

Short said he's received
no indication from anyone
sofarthat the project won't
be completed on, time.
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