Ernst closes strong at
Mountain Lakes event
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Ernst's hope that rounds
like the one he furned
in to open the Mountain
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ERNST: Finishes tourney with flourish
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“(The second round)
gives mea little confi-
dence; and [ know I'm
heading in the right direc-
tion.

“It's just part of the
process, and ['ve just got
to keep plugeing.”

Ernst finished with a
two-day total score 155
— good for 13-gver-par
—to finish in'a tie for
1331 place, short of
the top-50 finish that it
takesto advance to play
through the weekend,

The leader heading
into today 1s Auburn
-alum Nick Rousay, who
fired a second-round 66
to put himat 8-under-par
through two days.

The Jeader after day

one, Rick Cochran, is just
one shot off the lead and
alone in secund place at
B-under-par.

Ernst, the son of Cross
Creek PGA professional
and Director of Golf Op-
erations Mark Frist and
the brother of 2011 NCAA
individual women's
champion Austin Brnst;
graduated from Coastal
Carolina in December and
Has played in a NGA Tour

‘Winter Series event along

with a pair of Nationwide
Tour qualifiers,

He'll take part in an-
ather Nationwide quali-
fier next week in Vildosta,
Ga., as he looks to makea
career out of the sport.

And in getting himself
ready to make an impact

on the NGA Tour and

beyond, Ernst has devoted
much of his time train-
ing with his father, along
with renowned instructor
Ricky Sullivan, which

he feels has paid major
dividends as he chases his
dream.

“I went down to see
Ricky Sullivan to kind of
straighten me ouf and get
rid of everything that was
in my head, and me and
my dad have been work-
ing hard on it together
and just going after it, and
I'm starting to hit the ball
a Jot better.”

The third round of the
Mountain Lakes Classic
will get under way this
morning at B a.m., and
admission is free.
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