A ﬂder competes in the Grand Prlx durmg the faII 2014 series at Tryon Internatlonal Equestrlan Center

ING, Nor’th Carolina Tr;ple Crown ey

sen is ipon’ us, and some experts say America

Pharoah could finally be the one to end the 37
yeaitold trifecta drought. - : R

... - Don't know what any.of that mieans?

" What Mark Bellissimo, 53, is doing less t]

I hour southeast of Asheville, "North Carolina; and

about 40 minutes: north of Spa _b
I change that, .

I

The' former software company entrepreneur_
- bought a strugglmg Florida horse- showgrounds
. property in2006 and during the'next few yearsbe- -
. came a globally knewn equestrian-industry mo-: "

gul He's'beetri on'a migsion to de—ehtlfy the
sive world of equine sports ever: since,- :
“I want this place to be a-private, commerc1a1

enterprise centered: around the love of horses,”"
said Bellissimo, - atop:-& iirt’ ridge overlooking -
- roughly 1,400 acres that comprise the Tryon Inter—-;

.hational Equestrlan Centet:

Make no mistake. The complex plays 0 the" 300,01
plush crowd. Multi-bedroomy: rental” houses-‘al-- .. §pa

ready dot the property, ,pScale ‘hotels arein the
works. A future sports complex willincludea poo],
tennis courts and a deluxe workout facility.

"The center, which held its first event last year,

“will have 500 permarient stables, a 6,000- to 7,000- -
' séat .outdoor: stadium, a Jumbotr()n a concert *

i gtage, a 100;000 squarefy

- simo said, and an ‘additional 500 stables

; People will'be able to watch movies on the Jum-' .
botron: in golf carts l1ke at a drlve-m Belhssuno :-

-said. o
The hotel propertles w111 be operated by V
ginia-based Salamander Hotels & Resorts. .

Future. development ‘will include retail space :

and asecond Juxury hotel and spanear the Arnold
done by 2017

Olymplan equestrian athlétes  to. compete in’

events:such as the Rolex ‘Grand Prix on -June 6,

which NBC Sports will broadcast the nast dawr

anan- . :
- tiesin America ﬂood the fields with

“.,_Jum_ g:shows and allowed peolale to walk the' -

- Internattenal Equestman Genter

oot coyered arena “with
‘the most. fcotmg of any arenain the world,” Béllis- .
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“He plans- to: de what
Florida — one of the most gilt:e

o

urreunding Wellmgton‘ ol
v1llage, a hamlet w1th1n Palm Beach, Bellissimo
said he eliminated adthission fees and created an’ -

led'Saturday Night Lights, .- ' ‘
amiily-friendly - affair- featured horae— :

‘Wellingtor showgrounds.within:the Palm Beach i

Pyblic sipport dnd’ awareness skyrocketed h
helpmg_the ,:25;) 0N

nburg CoUnty OffIClalS are workmg' I

. w1th Tryon equestrian 0ff1c1als to cross-promote

‘their destinations in- anticipation of a tourist in- "
flux,said Chris Jennings, executive director of .
‘Spartanburg’s’ Cenventmn and Visitors Bureau. o
“We see this'as a: great opportunity for those- :
folkstodo somethmg i the Upstate and Carolina

foothillsregion,” J ennings said. “We're one of the -

‘cloger.destinations, -And.Thope that many of our
population of 250,000 say,‘I will go up and en_]oy
the eduestrian. center’ Ho '

That’s. llkely for anybody within dr1v1ng dls-

‘tance, considering-admission and parking at the’
';.;Tryon center .are-free..Many Saturday Night
Lights: actlvtt
_clude face painting, stréet performers and rides
on ahand-pamted wooden carousel made in Italy.,
Palmer—designed golf course Everythmg could be pEs

25 also have no charge, Those in-

The fun begins. at S p.m., and the equestrian '

: —co/mpet1t10n begins at 6:30 p m,
.Stateof-thé-art c0mpet1t1ve fac111t1es Wlll draw. :

"And, who knows, perhaps by the end of the

- summer a lot more: people will know American

Pharoahas the hor'se that became the first Triple . °

O narn e ciman A FF o]




