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Economy struggles back

By Christophar S. Rugaber
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- . Factory output
‘has surpri;:mgi'ﬂ!c ged, Housing,
left for dead, is inching back. Most

crucially, mmpﬂnm& are. ]m-mg-

The previous two months, job
growth topped e ‘and
unemployment sank from 8.7 par.-
cént to 8.3 percent. Consumer con-
fidence has since risen. So have

_President  Barack Obama’s ap-

provalf'anm

vk o s
report w a welcome
that the economy 15 WE“
strengthening. But unless it e:ﬁ-
ceeds expectations; it may not ig-
nite a celebration.

““There's a new threshold for
what's seen as a good report,” said
Nariman Behravesh, chief econo-
mist at THS Global In51ght “Our

Bxpat:taﬁms are gt

That's why the bama admini-
stration hopes to dispel any as-
sumption that the job market is
destined to keep improving at the |
same pace before the November
election. Last month, when & burst
ofhl;nngwaxrapnrtmit‘m*.ianuary 1
— 243,&00 net jobs — Obama
cheered.

A survey of nearly two dozen

‘economists htelust month found |

many envision lower unemploy-
ment in the coming months than
they did a few weeks earlier. A big
reason is that they now expect
stronger job creation.




