Economic Development
Oconee County boss signals “significant changes’
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- Alexander indicated he
.would retire “one of these
“days,” but when pressed
for a specific time frame,”
he said “that's up to the
boss.!
Moulder and Oconee
County Council made johs
and job retention their

top strategic priority this :
-year, but few jobs are find- |
ing their way into Oconee.

In April, county and
state officials announeed
that CollinsCraft, a fiber-
Elass and composite man-
ufacturer was making a
muiti-million investment

to expand its operations

. In Westminster, which

would create 20 new jobs
over five years. :

On Jan. 20, Altera Poly-
mers LLC, a producer of

recycled plastics and engi-

neered resin, anhounced
a $4 million investment at
the former Propex plant
in Seneca that wonld cre-
ate 75 jobs over five years,
Oconee’s job-producing
numbers this year are
dwarfed in comparison to
the 2,583 jobs created in
the Upstate by companies
that have invested more:
than'$174 million, accord.
ing to figures from the

]
South Carolina Depart-
ment of Comimnerce,

Most of the economic
development activity in
the Upstate has centerad
on Greenville (1,453 jobs
on $83.5 million worth of
investments) and Spar-
tanburg (680 jobs on $46.4
million of investments).

Moulder said Qconee is
thankful for the compa-
nies that have relocated
and expanded their busi-
nesses this year.

“Jobs is something we
should focus on from here
on out,” Moulder said.
“We should never be satis-
fied with our efforts. We

should always be trying tc
improve these numbers.”

Alexander said there
are three companies inter:
eésted in the $1.5 million
sbec building the ¢ounty
has for lease or sale at the
Highway 11 Commerce
Center near Westminster.

County officiais are
hoping to attract new jobs
with the development of
the Golden Corner Com-
merce Park in Fair Play
and the Echo Hills indus-
trial site on Highway 11,
but both projects still lack
vital infrastructure.
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