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Dutchland Plastics, a
Wisconsin-based compa-
ny, has launched opera-
tions in the old Continental
Southern Industries facili-
ty in Greenville.

The family-owned com-
pany, which does plastic
molding, purchased the as-
sets of Continental South-
ern in late January and
production is now ynder-
way with six full-time em-
ployees on the floor and
three in the office, said

spokeswoman Lindee
Claerbout,
Plans are tohire 15 addi-

tonal people immediately
and about 25 in the first
year. Dutchland held a job
fair last week and is hiring
its initial 15 employees
from that group, she said,

The company needs op-
erafors and maintenance
technicians as well as as-
sembly, design, quality
control and administrative
workers.

Resumes can be sent to
mdehaai@dutchlandplas-
tics.com.

Experience i3 helpful
but not necessary.

ReadySC is providing
specialized training assis-
tance for the work force.

Claerbout said wages
and benefits are competi-
tive with other industries,
Also, the facility will not
operate on Sunday.

“We're looking for peo-
ple to help us grow in the
Southeast,” she gaid,

Mike DeHaai, Dutch-
land's vice president of op-
erations, said that the com-
pany’s new location in
South Carolina is expected
“to allow us to significant-
ly grow in sales, profitabil-
ity and service delivery to
OUr Customers.

"The Upstate is a hub

for top manufacturing tal-
ent and will provide an ex-
cellent home for our grow-
ing business,” he said.

Claerbout said Green-
ville's strong transporta-
tion infrastructure and the
agsets available from Con-
tinental Southern also
were aftractive,

Dutchland is at 401 Fur-
méan Hall Road.

The facility has more
than 74,000 square feet of
manufacturing, assembly,
design, guality support,
marketing, ¢ales and ad-
ministrative space,

“At Dutchland, we have
molded our reputation for
customer service,” said
Carl Claerbout, chief exec-
utive officer and co-owner.
He said the company's
Southeastern  presence
along with its customer
service and specialized
equipment will be “a pow-
erful benefit" to custom-
ers,

Oostburg-based Dutch-
Iand Plastics, the parent of
Dutchland Plastics South-
east LLC, was established
in 1967 and is ISO 9001-cer-
tified, The company pro-
vides rotational and blow
molded plastic produets to
a range of industries, in-
cluding the lawn and par-
den, food and beverage,
chemical storage, recre-
ational, militarv and con-
sumer markets,

In 2011, South Carolina
recruited more than $4.7
billion in investment in the
manufacturing sector.
That will create more than
13,000 new jobs over the
next several years.

"Manufacturing  was
our top sector last yeat,
and with announcements
Iike this one by Dutchiand
Plasti¢s, the sector con-
tinues to grow and create
jobs," said Bobby Hitt,
state secretary of com-
merce.
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