Duke still
on fence
on new
reactor

Utility seeks OK to spend another
$229 million on project near Gaffney

By Rudolph Bell
Starr Weiter
dballgreenvillsnews com

Duke Energy Corp. has
asked regulators for per
mission tp spend anpther

29 million on precon
struction work for a pro-
posed nuclear plant near
Gafiney.

But the Charlotte-hased
company that provides
maost of the Upstate's elec-
tricity, still hasn't commit-
ted to building the Lee N
clear Station.

With an estimated cost of
S11 billion, Duke's third nu-
clear plant in South Caroli-
na would be the mostex-
pensive construction proj-
ect in the company’s his-
tory.

It would ereate a lot of
jobs along the Interstate 85
corridor, but Duke spokes
womin Rita Sipe said the
company still lacks an-
swers (o importanl ques-

tions. Those include

whether other power com-

panies will partner with,
Duke in the project, wheth- i
er Congress will puta price

on: carbon emissions and

when the economy and de

mand for power will re

bound.

“There are many varia
bles that are, and will con-
tinue to be, considered as
we move forward with this
project and will factor into
our decision to build,” Sipe
said,

Duke also doesn't know
whether the federal gow-
erfment wil mﬁdeaﬁ?ﬂ
guarantee for the projector
whether North Carolina
will jein South Carolina in
letting it charge ratepayers
for financing costs without
having to go through a
cumbersome rate case,

Fornow, Duke has asked
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North Carolina regulators
for permission to spend an-
other $229 million on pre-
construction work, for ato-
tal of $459 million through
2013, when the company
hopes to get a combined
construction and operating
license from the Nuclear
ry Commission.

Duke would spend the
money on licensing work,
land and right-of-way par-
chases, engineering and
other tasks, according to a
recent filing with the North
Carolina Utilities Commis-
sion.

The company is expect
ed to make a similar filing
in South Carolina, accord-
ing to Dukes Scolt, execu-
tive director ofthe Office of
Eegulatory Staffin Colum-

14,

erage, according to the lat-
est data from the Depart:
ment of Employment and

Workforce,

Dike's Oconee Nuclear
Station, built on 1973 on the
shores of Lake Keowee,
shows how big the eco-

nomic impact can

The threereactor plant
in Oconee County was re-
sponsible for 2,280 direct
and indirect jobs in 2002,
according to a study by the

.. Nuclear Energy Institule,

s

[he company said in the
filing with North Carolina
regulators that its rates are
20 percent to 30 percent
lower than the national av-
erage in part because ofthe
relatively low operating
costs of its existing nuclear
plants in Oconee and York
counties and Mecklenburg

County, N.C.
“Low electricity

give our region a competi-
tive advantage in attracting
new jobs and businesses,

Duke said. The company

2 an industry group. The

Construction would be-
gin on the tworeactor,
2,234-megawatt plant in
2014, and the plant would
start generating power sev-
en years later; according to
Duke’s current timetable.

Duke figures construc-
tion would employ as many
as 2,000 workers at its
peak, and it would need be-
tween 400 and 700 ful-time
employees to operate the
plant once it’s built

For Jim Cook, economic
development director in
Cherokee County, Duke
can't break ground fast
enough. The company an-
nounced the location in
2006,

“We're working with
Duke, and we've done ev-
erything we can do, and
now we're waiting,” Cook
said.

Cherokee County's wi-
employment rate was 12,7
percent in October, two
percentage points higher
than the South Carolina av-

derson, Pickens
Greenville, thf:
found. Ja addition,

»

that year.

velopment.

percent last year.,

seenarios analyzed.”

rates

other greenhouse

duction of
Dulke said.
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lant’s payroll that year to-
?aled $110.3 million, and its
economic activity generat-
ed another $25.3 mﬂgon E
employee compensation
ﬂleI():ounties of Oconee, An-

and
study
Duke

paid $9.7 million in proper-
ty taxes to Oconee County

Duke also sees nuclear
power as providing apoth—
er benefit for economic de-

increased residential rates
in South Carolina nearly 10

Duke also said in the fil
ing that nuclear is the best
option for long-term base-
Joarl generation “under all

“Nuclear generation is
the only viable baseload
generation opfion that has
po carbon dioxide and

gas

emissions during the pro-
electricity,



