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The Oconeé Nuclear - Station’s top

.| . leadership = claimed - xresponsibility.
- 'Thursday for safety - violationg that aj-
lowed a crack in its oldest redctor to go
undetected’ for- years, but. they stopped

. 5hort of agreeing-with ‘nuclear regula-
Csight. oo
. “There'sno doubt we missed the bar,”
Preston Gillespie, senior. vice president

| told U.S: Nuclear Regulatory  Commis-
sion regulators.ina conférence. in Atlan-
tas e e e
.. The company faces potentiil penal-
- ties for failing to detectasmall crackina
redctor cooling vessel that resulted in a

. radioactive wat

; e 1) 1:0f the: oldest of the
' Iistation’s three redctors ofi Lake Keowee,
;30 swestof Greenville, ™ =« ...
o the NRC.issued a notice. ti -
e oran “apparent violation” that had
a safety significance of “greater than
_-green” ‘and: érdered the. cotiference to
{| ~ bear from Duke. before making a final
gleter'mi:rgation onthe severity'of the pen-
| - Green = followed i
~white, yellow andred - is t]
elinthe agency’s gradiiated
. system to evaluate-safety condi
. eommercial nuclear-plants; .
- A final -determinatio .o
“relatively short order” and likely be-
. foretheend of August NRC
" ministrator Victor. McC said. -
“However, Duke répre entafives said .
Thursday that the: violation was one of

Y

sented information from its engineers
and private consultants to make 4 case

for alesser penalty; e
The company’s prégentationrevealed
that it had changed its inspection proce-
dures in 2004 in.such a way that it
“couldn’t detect the flaw in a weld in its
. “high-pressure injection system.” which .

tors on the severity of. the lapse in over- . -

for Duke Energy’s nuclear. ‘operations, -

““very low safety significance” and pre- -

| actton over crack at Q_coﬁéex :
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-handful - of - -ether “toxi
. have been detected, -+ . - .

- FRIDAY, AUGUS’I‘ 1,2014 .

-/ The Barnwell County. but ;
-landfill accepts low-level -
“atomic waste from South
Carolina, New Jersey and

.'L')'IJ._eal_sl :
efturng

landfill for mast of its ex- 235

istence. Muchof the pollu- ™
ition is tritium, atthough a -
ther.  toxins.

, Tritium-polluted . - -

vithout” *  demanding .
‘tougher ways of manag-"
+ing the low-level~'t_1uc1ear

- wastel .-

5t tests - ifed
afe pol--- 4

haven't found-u

private wells. :




