Duke remains committed to fire plan

MONICA KREBER | THE JOURNAL
Duke Energy Oconee Nuclear Station’s three reactors create steam using nuclear energy to power these three turbines, which produce .
enough electricity to power the Upstate. A group of media representatives toured the facility Tuesday.
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“If you're the first ones to trave]
across the United States, you come
to the Mississippi River and you
didn't know it was thers or how to get
around it," he said. “With the PSW
project, we ran into issues we weren't
expecting.”

Until the project ig completed,
Batgon said the plant has putin
several temporary solutions designed
to mitigate damage from potentis]
fires, Among thoge solutions are “fire
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which was denied in a Jan. 15 letter
from the Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission (NRC).

The Oconee Nuclear Station is
- currently out of comptance with the
NRC for missing the deadline. The
NRC is expected to announce next
month what penalties, if any, willbe
assessed against Duke for what they
call “an apparent violation” 4t the
plant,

The biggest remaining part of the
safety plan is the in stallation of the
PSW system, ]

Batson compared the struggles of
meeting the deadline with that ofa
ploneer heing the first tp travel acrosg

watchers," pegp,

ple who walk through

the plant looking for any potential fire
issues or problems with machines.
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expecting,” Batson said

The Protected Service
Water systems
building, pictured, at
Duke Energy’s Oconee
Nuclear Station is the
last major remaining
project for completion
of Duke’s fire safety
plan. Duke missad

a Dec. 31, 2012,
deadline to have the
project completed and
may face penalties
next month from the
Nudear Regulatory
CommIsston,
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