Duke faces possible penalties
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Officials with the Nuclear Regu-  after the Tuesday meeting in

latory Commission (NRC) said
Tuesday they will notify Duke
Energy by May of any penalties

‘ ' . 1 the NRC about action the Oconee
Watchdog spokesman calls for shutting down Oconee plant  pianias taken tocomplet e
project as well as what the plant i
to implement 2 five safety planby  perday. doing to ensure safety.

the Dec. 31, 2012, deadline. Duke presented its case in “We're requesting they conside

The notification isthe nextstep  person during a pre-decisionalen- the safety measures we have put

forcement conferenceatthe NRC  in place and that the failure to

which a nuclear energy watch- headquarters in Rockville, Md. complete the project has not com-

dog called for shutting down the Duke spokeswoman B.J. Gatten promised plant safety,” she said.

Oconee Nuclear Station or levy- said the purpose of the meeting Duke received a letter in Janu-
ing maximiun fines of $420,000 was for company officials to tell ary saying the Oconee plant isin

the company will face for failing

in May DUKE: "The plant is operating safely,

M S N FROM PAGE A1 officials pointed out they  ny officials sald the project
meet the deadline to implementa were the ones who reported  has presented nuénerous
five safety plan. The NRCturned * { gy ke and the problems with thePSW  challenges, including
down arequest for a two-year N%ﬁgggve said the systrém and emphasized obtaining materials for the
extension of the deadlline ard then Dconee plant is safe, theis-  efforts they were mak- work
sent aletter Jan. 31 saying that sue is centered around the ing to mitigate potential David Lochbaum, ofthe
Duke covdd request the confer- " implementation of the pro-  problems, including placing Union of Concerned Sejen-
ence before any penalties were tected service water (PSW)  priority onthe work and tists, was one of more than
Jevied. system — which Duke now mitigating potential five 20 people who were part of
SEE DUKE, PAGE A6 says may notbe completed  hazards by hiring “fire thg phone confert?nce..
i | until 2016, watchers” and an addition- He called Duke’s fa11u1:e
Tuesday’s conference al five firefighters per shift.  to meef the Dec. 31 deadline
was the last meeting before Duke officials said there  “Inexcusable” apd lobbied
NRC officials would an- had been "nq actual con- for strong saqctl?ns to “get
nounce penalties against sequences of the apparent Duke’s attention.” Loch-
the Oconee plant. violation” and stressedthe  baum suggested the NRC
Af the conference, Duke  plantremaing safe, Compa-  shut down the plant until

-

all fire safety features were
in place or fine the Oconee
plant $140,000 a day for [
each of the three nuclear
reactors at Oconee until the
project is completed.

Gatten responded to
Lochbawm’s comment say-
ing, "The plant is operating
safely.”

Roger Hannah, an NRC
spokestnan, said shutting
down the Oconee plant is
within the commission’s
legal authority, but added
that gction is not likely.

Oconee Nuclear Station had
major safety violations and
had immediate safety is-
sues, it would have already
been shut down.™ he said.

Hannah added thatthe
$140,000 jrx fines per reactor
per day isthe maximuwm
allowed.

Hannah said any discus-
sion of the amount of fines,
if any, levied against Duke
was “premature’ He said
the NRC will now defer-
mine if the apparent viola-
tion was an actual viglation

‘a Duke spokeswoman said

Dulke has taken before
determining any action the
commission should take.

Paul Gunter, a spokes-
man for Beyond Nuclear,
another group concerned
about the hazards of
nuclear reactors, said the
commission is being scruti-
nized for its handling of the
Duke issue,

"The NRC enforcement
policy is as much on trial
here as the Qconee Nuclear
Station," Gunter said.
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