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SENECA -— Solar energy is
guickly becoming.a viable option
in South Carolina, 4nd Duke En-
ergy Progress and Duke Energy
Carolinas received approval ear-
lier this month from the Public -
Service Commission to offer a va-
riety of new solar energy options
to South Carolina customers, .

- “The elements of the approved -
program incliide upfront cash
rebates to customers who install
solar facilities on their premises,
a shared solar program allowing
multiple customers to share in
the economic benefits of a single
solar facility and a request for

proposals for laiger solar capac- _

ity,” Duke Energy spci-esman
Ryan Mosier said. o

In June 2014, Gov. Nikki Haley
signed Act 236, otherwise known
as the Distributed Energy Re-
source Program Act, The cotn-
prehensive legisiation promotes -
solar expansion by providing
producers and consumers of elec-
tricity with more choices such
as leasing of solar panels and
Incentive programs for installing
- solar,

“Ditke Energy’s goal over the
next five years is to provide our
customers access.to solar energy
and grow our renewable footprint
from\],ess than two megawatts of

.capaclty to 110 megawatts of solat

capacity,” Mosier said.

E

To procure renewable energy
from large solar facitities located
in the state, Duke will issuea .
request for proposals this fall.
All facilities will be located in
the Duke Energy serice area of
South Carolina and in service by
Dec. 81, 2016,

Homeowners and business
‘owners who:install solar pho- -

‘Duke Energy is offering rebate programs, incentives and shared pro-
- grams to provide viable solar options to customers.

tovoltaic facilities may receive
rebates through Buke Energy’s
solar rebate program. Rebates
are available to customers who
have installed solar since Jan. 1,

2015, or who want to install solar,
- Upon edmpletion of solar instal-
“lation, customers will feceive $1

per watt.
“A customer may apply the .

~/opuons

rebate to a purchase, loan or lease
of a solar facility and may elect
10 net meter the energy or sell all
energy to the utility,” Mosier said.
Multiple customers may also
subscribe to a shared solar
program to share in the econom-
ic henefits from a single solayr
facility.
" Duke Energy will market the
program to customers who hold
tax-exempt status, who live in
multifamily housing or rent
_homes wnd to those whomay
not have access to solar energy
otherwise, .

e 0 partcipate, a qualitied
customer will first submit an ap-
plication, Once accepied into the
program, a residential customer

'will pay a one-time subscription

fee of $50 per kilowatt (or $100

per kilowatt if non-residential),”
Mosier said. “Each month a cus-
tomer will also pay a subscrip-
tion fee of $6.00-$6.25 per Kilowatt

‘per month.”

Customers participating in
the shared solar prograr will
receive monthly bill credits based
upon the value of the energy pro-
duced by their subscription.
- Duke will implement the solar
rebate program within 90 days of
the program’s approval on July
15, and the shared solar program
will be available once the initial
solar facilities are operational in
early 2016.
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