Drought
remains
after
rains

Upstate status still
moderate, lakes low

By Anna Simon
Clemson bureau

The Upstate remains in mod-
erate drought status, state Clima-
tologist Hope Mizzell told Green-
villeOnline.com after the state
Drought Response Committee
met Thursday.

Three weeks ago, the comimnit-
tee responded to inereasingly dry
conditions by raising drought sta-
tus in the Upstate from incipient,
which is the initial stage of
drought, to moderate. There had
been consideration of increasing
drier parts of the Upstate 1o se-
vere drought, the third of the
stafe's four drought categories,

All counties of the state are be-
ing maintained at moderate
drought status, Mizzell said.

Despite the recent rain that
put the green back into Upstate
lawns, the commitiee maintained
moderate drought status due to
concern that the rain last week
was only a fluke in & drier-than-
normal pattern predicted for this
fall and winter, said Doug Young,
a Lake Hartwell resident and
member of the commities.

Young was at Lake Jocassee
on Wednesday and was con-
cerned but not surprised to see
how low it had dropped, The lake
was 204 fest below full pool
Thurzday, according to Dule En.
ergy data.

“I've seen it 20 feet down be-
fore," said Young, who worries
about the predicted dry weather
ahead Forecasts show no rain for
the next 10 days at his home near
Westminster, he said.

Before the rain, “We were de-
scending inte a serious drought
situation," said Dennis Chastain,
a northern Pickens County resi-
dent on the drought committee.

“Mother Nature grabbed us by
the collar and pulled us back
from the brink, T don't think any-
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body “saw this rainy”

spell coming, butit has
changed the drought
picture in our favor, at
least [or the near
term.” _
The "real question”
is whether “the spell
has been broken,”
Chastain said. “A La
Nina has reformed in
the Pacific, and we will
just have to wait and
see how the fall and
winter plays out."
Scott Willett, exec-
utive director of the
Anderson  Reglonal
Joint Water System,
said the rain may have
only postponed an in-
evitable drought in-

‘crease, especially in

the Savannah River
Basin.

The US Army
Corps of Engineers re-
ported little improve:
ment to lakes Hartwell,
Russell and Thurmond.
The soaking rain im-
proved upper soil mois-
ture, but reservoirs
won't respond signifi-
cantly umtil the soil is
saturated. With no rain
in the forecast for the
next week, lake levels
will likely continue to
decline, according to
Corps reports.

Prior to the rain,
stream flows were low
in Duke Ensrgy’s ser-
vice areaincluding the
Catawba-Wateree Riv-

‘er, Upper Broad River

and the Keowee-Toxa-
way River Basins, ac-
cording to George Gal-
legher, Duke's Hydro
Fleet Operations engi-
NEET:

With forecasts for
below-average precip-
itation stretching into
the winter, lake stor-
age, particularly in the
Kewpee-Toxaway Ba-
sin that includes lakes
Eeowee and Jocassee,
could be expected to
gradually decline.

For farmers, the big-
pest concern now s
grasses for livestoek
grazing as cold weather

-sets in, David Tompkins

of the state Department
ﬂfﬂsrunﬂnn'ewldthe

I:Iaug Mﬂls. of the
state Forestry Com-
mission, said the rain
reduced the number of
fires, however a mois-
ture deficit going into
fall when leayes fall
and plants go dormant
coupled with drought
muans fire risk will be
high 'thmugh the fall,

Conditions will con-
tinue to be monitored
and the committee will
meet again in three
weeks, Mizzell said.

-



