" TuesDAY, OCTOBER 13. 2000 PickeNs CouNTYy NEWS

s Pes—ei'vin’g Pickens’ history

JOHN C. STEVENSON / Staff

' Pickens County naturalist Dennls Chastam examlnes petroglyphs carved into a

Drive begins to save
ancient rock earvmgs

, Natlve American

petroglyph
center proposed
for Hagood Mill
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A vision to preserve,

| more than 40 Upstate pe-

troglyphs — rock carv-
ings chiseled into the
landscape by prehistoric
American Indians many
lifetimes ‘ago — pushed

| forward last week as lo-
' cal residents and officials

announced a goal of

:$400,000 to create a

South Carolina Rock Art
Center 1n Pickens Cqun—

It was the official
launch of the capital cam-

' paign, called “Preserving

a Place of Ancient Voic-
> that is being spear-

‘headed by the Pickens

County Cultural Com-
mission in hopes of rais-
ing the money to create a
state-of-the-art facility at
the Hagood Mill Historic
Site and Folklife Center.
“They will go away un-
less we save them, and
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Artist’s renderings of the proposed South Carolina
Rock Art Center at Hagood Mill near Pickens.

this will give us a great
opportunity to do that,”
said Allen Coleman, ex-
ecutive director of the
Pickens County Muse-
um and the Pickens
County Cultural Com-
mission.

Coleman said the cen-
ter “will be a unique ex-
perience of Native Amer-
ican art and culture wor-

‘ thy of academics, as well

as tourists.”
He said it’s hard to de-

termine the age of the

carvings but said they
are thought to be more
than 1,000 years old.
The carvings, includ-
ing abstracts and 17 rare
human figures, were dis-
covered in 2003 in alarge
rock outcropping on the
Hagood Mill property by
the S.C. Rock Art Survey
team, Coleman said.

Dennis Chastain, a
naturalist who was part
of the efforts, said many
of the petroglyph sites
discovered during the
survey are at high eleva-
tions and are hard to
reach.

“That precludes much
of the population from
going to see them,” he
said, describing the sig-
nificance of a location

like this on public land

that is easily accessible.
Ed Bolt, site manager
for the Hagood Mill, said
images ofthose harderto -
reach sites — sites that
many people would
never have a chance to

- see — will also be at the

center. He said what is
planned is a two-room
structure built directly
over the mill site’s petro-
glyphs.




