: i1 ,Jgf!

Owen Johns and other rusldaﬁtﬁ near a stretch of the Sum:h

conservation groups’ pimsmﬂaanye&mﬂnwunheﬁw ﬂuadlng and erosion,
i Conservatmngrunps plan sparks fe.ars' nf ﬂuods,. unwelcome visitors
gg“‘m [ Concerns rased ver trout hahrtatmmamemruplm ) e “ﬁmmﬁi
mnmﬂhﬁm | fwmsﬂmm Trust lﬂﬂ‘&lt Natural Re-
IEVE{AND*—AHHII = i B A ~ sources Conservation
to spread hundreds of . ~ Service said ﬂm plan
dump-ruck loads of rocks would improve the river
along a three-quarter-mile by creating a deaa‘ahle
stretch of the South Salu- fishing area, and it would
da River near Cleveland protect it by Iimiting ac-
has shned]ﬂealrﬂm'ﬁmﬂa cess as well as likely de-
S S o e
: i ebate over the 3
s?gn and atfract oA el. slow-moving wnlergué

See RIVER on page 10A



10A greenvilleonline.com

SunDpAY, MARCH 20, 2011 THE GREENVILLE NEWS

RIVER

FROM PAGE 1A

gathering steam. One state
permit hias been

and Pickens County planﬂ
to meet with the govern
ment agencies involved to
enstire all the mandated
studies have been dane
ané]d the proper permits is-

At the heart of the con-
troversy is & plan to con-
struct “vanes” of rock
aeross astreteh of the rver,
to break up its flamess and
ultimately, advocates of the
change say, improve the
trout habitat.

Naturaland Trust's
Frank Hollemian, who is
wellkknown for his advoca
oy for natural areas in the
Upstate, said the project
was p d as a trout-
habital enhancement by
the Natural Resources
Conservation Service, a
part of the federal Depart-
meit ufﬂgrxmﬂmre

“This project is like
many, many others that
have been done through-
out the Southeast and in
South Carolina and in this
part of South Carolina to
improve the habitat and the
ecology of waters, particu-
larly troul streams,” Holle
man said,

He said the project calls
for rock to be placed in the
river to créate vanes at or
below water level, which
will create pools and rip-
ples.

“The problem with the
South Saluda there is that
over time, i has been

straightened by agricul-
ture or by road building or
by something in the past,”
he said. “Instead of being 2
trout stream that normally
hias pools and' ripples, it's
fairly flat and fairly straight
auﬂyfahiy shallow. .
goal is simply to mmrmu:
the quality of the river.”

Some residents, though,
worry that the plan could
permanently damage the
river, not help it

*Oprmain concern isthe
fact that that river channel
handles the water that
comes off of Table Rock
Reservoir,” said Lib Tickle,
a resident who owns a
horse farm near the stretch
of niver where the work is
planned, “To us, that river
is our flood-relieve chan-
nel. It's nice, and it's wide,
and it's Aat, and the waler
hits it and it rolls rght
through there.”

The addition of tons of

“The pauple upstream
are coneerned it's going to
flood them out” she said.
“Me, downstream, I'm con-
cerned all those rocks are
going to wind up in my
back yard."

Angther concern is peo-
ple congregating on pri-
vately owned land along
the river with campfires
burning in the woods near
it, and people using the
property leased by Upstate
Forever as a parly spot,
Tickle said.

The river serves as the
border between Greenville
and Pickens counties. After
hearing residents’ con-
cerns, Pickens County offi-
cials have planned a meet-

LEARN MORE

An information-gathering
meeting starts at 7 p.m.
April 11 at the county ad-
ministration building, 222
McDaniel Ave,, Pickens.

.. The’

ing with several of the
agencies involved — includ-
ing the state Department of
Health and Environmental
Control and the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers — to
learn more about the proj
ect and to ensure it has
gone through the proper
permitting process.

“There’s a lot that we
dont know,” Pickens
County Administrator
Chappell Hurst said.

There’s probably no larg-
er point of contention than
the project’s objective.
Tickle and other residents
have told County Council
the work is being done to
create a “kayak trail” along
the stretch of river that
runs along property owned
by Upstate Forever board
member Dianne Culbert-
son that she leases to Up
state Forever.

Holleman denied that.

"This project has noth-
ing to do with kayakers,”
he said

Culbertson said she
bought the property with
her husband, who has
since died, She said her
husbend approached the
Department of Natural Re-
sources at the time, and the
agency agreed to stock the
stream with trout,

"When we bought that
property, we bought it for
fishing,” she said. “We al
lowed the public to come in
and fish, because they had

done it a long time. We

don't intend for there to be

partying or driving or any-
thing oui-of- the-way, cer-
tainly. It was just to allow
people to fish.”

Holleman helieves some
residents simply don’t want
to share the river.

“My main concern is that
some people think they
own the river and it’s not
for public use,” he said,
“Nobody owns that river.
It's a public resoutce.”

Lynne Newton, a district
conservationist with the
conservation service,
could not say how much
rock the project would re-
quire, nor could she say
how much it is expected to
cost. She said it would be
paid for with federal and
private money.

John Tynan, co-director
of Upstate Forever's Clean
Air and Water Program,
said plans for the project
call for “controlling some
access problems.” The
project will “put a number
of gates in place so that ve-
hicles can't get right down
next to the river.”

There will also be signs,
be said, urging people to
respect the property of
others along the river.

DHEC spokesman
Adam Myrick said the res-
toration project is covered
under two US  Army
Corps of Engineers’ per-
mits and a third permit, friur
construction in navigable
waters, from DHEC.

The agency . approved
the permit, Myrick said,
but an appeal by local resi-
dents has landed it on the
Administrative Law Court
docket for April 20-21,



