Despite drought, progress-
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The state’s Drought

Response Committee up- -

graded most of the south-
ern
‘Thursday, while fire
crews ~ continued  their

- progress toward getting - W : ;
_ ated by leaf fall occur'ring
* on. top of -already-dty fu-

the’ Pinnacle Mountain
j__fire:under,control. e

All - counties .in". the

southern portion” of the

state have beenupgraded .

from normal to incipient,
the first level of drought.
The coastal countieg in

the Lower Savannah Riv: .
Cactivity.”: AR

- ThePinnacle Mountain-
- Fire has grown to 10,560 -
acres, the third-largest in.
" gtate history, and sat at 84

er Basin of the state have

' al§o been upgraded to in- -

cipient.. -
“It's hard to believe
that, -in -early October,

‘many of these countiesre- .
“ceived more than 1ien-

inches of tain,” said Hope
_ Mizzell, DNR’s. State Cli-
matologist Hope, Mi_z_zeﬂ.

‘then, they've now slipped
- into a drought.” '

. All other counties — in-.

-cluding those in the Up-
state — maintained their
current drought levels:

The severe drought in the
Upstate has-played a big.

‘role in the Pinnacle Moun-

tain fire and, according to .

the South Carolina Forest-
ry. Commission (8CFC},
‘the benefits from . this

week’s rain may only be

half * of the  state’

_temporary.

. ¥“Long-range’ predic-

‘tions continue to . show

ab()ve-riormal wildfire po-
tential through the month
of December,” SCFC Fire

" Duty Officer Doug Mills

said.  “The concern for
wildfires will be exasper-

els, creating yet another

- layer of fuel in the short
term, Normal winter con--

ditions ~are_expected to

prevail ‘in’ January: and
February with occagional

periods of -inicreased fire

percent containment Fri-

‘day after overniight fiy-
~.overstolookfor hot spots.
- All burn bans have been
1 ifted. The. current: ex-
“But with no rain since .
+'mated $4.57 million.

pense of the fire is an esti-

TFarmers statewide are

facing - issues- with their -
. ¢rops and livestock. The
_state's Department of Ag-
" riculture is. encouraging

farmers to use the hay ex-

" change oi its website orin .

the ‘Market Bulletin as
yields across the ‘board

are mixed due to both the-

drought and the effects of
Hurricane Matthew.

"South Carolina for .

made against Pinnacle fire

age for grazing and farm-

-ers have not been able to
“plant fot winter grazing,”
" Assistant *-Commissioner

Aaron~ Wood. stated.
“While - drier conditions
have allowed row. crop
_harvest to progress ahead -
of schedule, annual sixiall
grain planting and forage
stockpiling are wellbelow
normal due to alackof soil
moisture. . - -

~ “From an. agricultural
perspective, the “drought

“{s'becoming more severe,
_respectively, - across the

state;”Wood ~continued,

_“But since' we're :at the

end -of - the growing: sea-
son, we're hoping thatthe
rain forecasted over the
next- 14 days.. ‘material-
izes: L e
_ Some members :of: the
committee have ,-_'litre?i_. in
ec-

ades and-say.they have
never seen a drought of
this magnitude.” ~ 7
o] _wish we hada
drought: designation that
was -called profound- be: .
cause this is oné of-the -
most profound droughts
T've ever-experienced,’

said Dennis Chastain. “It’s
“probably ~going- to- get.
, worse before it .gets, bet-
_ter but, ‘because of the
time of the year, we're go-
E - ingtake alookina couple
", “There’s not much for-

of weeks.” .



