“has nrﬁcmls;pushjng
| theall-important
age of water safety to

thoae enjoying the local riv-
ers and lakes:
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“This weekend is going to
be the first weekend that a
Jot of boaters and swimmers
will come out to recreate
on the water,” he said, “It’s
so important for people {o

_:aﬂdﬂwn withtlwh' ETOUPS

all Ittﬂkaamn m:nali miata]c&
to charige a Iife fore
When it comes to boating,

Willis said it's illegaland

ry dangerous not to have
1ife Jacket on board for
each person riding, includ-

ing pro lya!zed.:hﬂm-ens
1 Eﬂf

communication and a floata-
tion ring if the boat is more
than 16-feet long is crucial

for tfha ml'erai‘[ safety of each

passenger.
“Most boaters know this,

-as they are listed require-

‘ments, but the first weekend
out, people are 50 anxious o

‘getout there that they forget

fficials: Safety first as the weatt

"thurmﬂasalﬂe& he said.

Willis also mentioned hav-
mga “float plan” each time a
boater goes out on the water.

It sounds difficult to do,
hut it's very simple” he add-
pd. “All we suggest is that
a hoat owner tell someone
they are close with where
they are going and around
what time they will be back.
That way, if authorities are
negded, we haye a time span
anda gnnerallm:atiun to
make a search easier.”

If a family takes to the
nearby beaches, Willis said
it’s imperative to pay extra
close attention, even ifa
child is 2 strong swimmer.

““We hear horror stories of

adults watching kids out by
the water and having them
drm,".}m said, “Their re-
sponse s, *Ijust lopked away

for a second. That's what we

want to avoid."

Willis saidsupmm:ﬁ
fatalities on the lake could
be avoided if the victim was -
wearinga life jacket.

“That's a huge percent-

" hesaiﬂ. “Thers is no
rhyme or reason to the num-

ber of deaths we have on our.

lakes each W‘sﬂgga
you to keep an
ones you love safe out there."”
The roads mnhamma
dangerous place too.
“A lot of these traﬂmait

allwinter long and aren'tup '

to par,” he said. “A loose tire
or ma]fhmtinningamﬂrﬂ]fs
can cause ﬂnﬂnmﬂmtm
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