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DNR lends a hand to save

Agency will help
chisel away at
fundraising goal
for center

By Terry Cregar

Starr WRITER

tnragardgresnyilienaws.com
PICKENS — The state

Department of Natural Re-

sources is hoping to raise

around $300,000 to build a

structure designed to help

preserve  1,000:year-old

' rock carvings near Pick-
ETS.
| The agency is expected

————

YOU CAN HELP

To make a tax-deductible
,duna‘tton to the South Caro-
lina Rock Art Center, send a
check payable to The Pick-
ens County Museum, 07
Johnson St., Pickens, SC
29671, For more informa-
tion, call the museum at
864-898-5963 or email pic-
mus@co.pickens.sc.us.

to announce the fund-
raising effort next week,
with the money used to
build the South Carolina
Rock Art Center on

groundsofﬂagwﬁmm

Historic Site and Folllife
Center.

The center is off U.5. 178
north of Pickens.
County Cultural Cominis-
sion launched a capital
campaign toward raising
money for the rock art cen-
ter called “Preserving a
Place of Ancient Voices.”

So far, that effort has
brought in around $90,000,
according to Allen Cole-
man, executive director of
the Pickens County Muse-
um and the Pickens Courr

the fty Cultural Commission.

A successhil DNR cam-

‘ancient carvings

paign, which is part of that
local effort, would give the
center the money needed
to complete the project,

Coleman said, -

The more than 40 carv-

_Many are at high eleva-
tions and difficult to reach
for the general public.

Some of the high-eleva-

tion petroglyphs are on the

Jim Timmerman Natural

ings, including 17 rare hu-
man figures, were discov-
ered in 2003 in a large rock
outcropping toward the
rear of the Hagpod Mill
property,

According to DNR, pe-
troglyphs carved by pre-
historic- American Indians
are found at more that 300
sites in the state, most of

ﬂ'.l.Eﬂl in Pid:ens, Green-’

ville and Oconee counties.

Resources Area at Jocas
see Gorges in northern
Pickens County.

Coleman said the com-
mission is revising the
original plan for the rock
art center to make the
structure “blend” with the
rest of the buildings at the
Hagood Mill property.

“We want to make it look
more like the site, make it
less slick-looking,” he said.



