Countywide Sunday sales ordinance
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WALHALLA — Oconee
County Council approved
the Brst step in the
process that supporters
hope will allow voters
to decide in November
whether Sunday alechol
sales shottld be legal
throughout the county.

The council approved
first reading Tuesday
night of a proposed
ordinancethat would
put the question to the
voters in the form ol n
referendum in the o

4 general election. The
ordinance would still
need two more readings
and a public hearing —

all likely next month —

before thedssue could go
on the ballot.

There was some confu-
sinn at Tussday's County
Council meeting about
whether the measure, if
passed, would cover the
entire county or only the
unincorporated areas.

Jean Funches; a tax-
payer advoeate with the
S.C. Department of Reve-
nue, said Wednesday the
referendum, if approved,

would make Sunday
sales legal countywide,

including the five munic- | SS S
ipalities, County admin- a c
istrator Scott Moulder
confirmed hisoffice had == ‘
received the same infor- :
mation Wednesday. . St

Seneca is currently A S
the only municipality in : =l
the county with Sunday —
alcohol sales. That came
as a result of approval
of a referendum in 2012,

et cohol sales could
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referendum: this year.

The ordinance was’
drafted for Tuesday’s
meeting after Moulder
and county attorney Tom
Martin were asked to put
it together March 4.

At that meeting, Dick
Cottingham of the Light-
house Restaurant made a
presentation as & member
of the Oconee County
Chamber of Commerce
Tagk Force for Sunday
Sales. He called the
measure “an economic de-
velopment issue” and said
it would “help promote
tourism” in the county.
Restaurants and bars
would not be required to
sell alcohol on Sundays.
In faet, they wonld have
to get a special permit to
daso,

Cotiinghatm added that
the leense fees would
also generate additional
money for the county.

Berry Nichols spoke
against the proposal at the
March 4 meeting, express-
ing his concern that Sun-
day aleohel sales could
cause more aleohol-reiat-
¢d problems, ineluding
domestic violence,

In other business Tues-
day, the councll approved
$30,000 in grants to loeal
agencies from accommo-
dations fax money.

The grants approved
were all recomamended by
the Parks, Recreation and
Tourism Commission,
The awarded grants were:
SenecaFest, $10,500; Wal-
halla Civie Auditorium’s
weekend package, $9,000;
the South Carolina Apple
Festival. $3.500; Upstate
Bartender Tracy
Donald serves
customer Tom
Loesch a freshly
mixed drink at
The Spot on the
Alley in Seneca
late last year, Sen-
eca has had Sun-
day alcohol sales.
for more than a
year, but Sunday
sales could be
legal throughout

November.
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i uember ballot

Heritage Quilt Trail,
$2,540; Walhalla Part-
ners for Progress for the
0Old St. John'’s Meeting
House, §2,640; Walkalla
Chamber for Mayfest,
$820; Lake and Maountain
guilter’s Guild, $500;
and Our Daily Rest Poker
Run, $508. .

The council also ap-
proved first reading of an
ordinance o rezone more
than 100 acres near Sen-
eca from controlfree to
industrial. Moulder said
the land is owned by the
rounty and is being mar-
keted as the Seneca Rail
Site, The rezoning wonld
help with efforts to get the
property certifled aaan
industrial site, according
to Moulder.
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