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County to dish $200K on broadband, .
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1s renewing a mamtenance ser-
vices contract witha North Caro-
- lina-based company for.an -amount
not to exceed $200,000.°

: The contract for. Geo\hsmn Ser-

vices Ihe. ‘of Sylva, N.C,, is included -

on the:agenda of the’ county couneil
" meetingtonight. The eontract will
‘run.through June 30,.2015. )
Services provided by GeoVision
include fiber testlng and.trou-
ble-shooting; engmeerlng, and
permitting and egress for new
1nsta11at10ns L
-GeoVision undertook 26 projects
.-in fiscal 2013-14 for the.county at a
cost of $159,110.28, according to in-

formation complled by the procure-

.mentofﬁce S

In maklng a favorable recom-

- mendatlon to. continue usingthe
- .. services of GeoVision, proeurement ..
/ LHALLA Oconee County

officials reported the county “has

- been satisfied with GeoVision’s B

construction services.” -
Procurement added the majonty

of construction services work to be -
handled by GeoVision “will be reim-

bursed by broadband customers.” ,
The contract surfaces as some-
Internet service providers doing .
business with the county deliver-
ing end-user connections from the.
county’s broadband network to ~
homes and businesses have ex-

_ pressed concerns about the county s'

businéssmodel,

" Some providers, speakmg on the

condltlon of anotiymity, told The

o ournal they have: struggled with

the way thé countyis: operating
They: said mstallation costs for in-

,d1V1duals Whmh could ¥un as much

as $3,000, are prlcing too many out.
- “They’re going to have to work on-«
the cost of installation, because it's

- too expensive for individuals,” one
- provider said.’
~ Others complained that when

they gét calls’from customers want- -
ing fo. get a quote for service, the
county is frequently slow get’ung
back to them with the information.”
. Some providers told The Journal

+ that few people are ‘getting hooked
. up to the county’s brgadband -
" network, yet others say hey are o

generatmg busiriess’

- County adininistrator: Scott : _
"~ Moulder deciinedto comment on
“the concerns raised. by:1 the Internet '

serv1ce prov1ders
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