Council inks $2.5M bu
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 Project North purchase contingent on tonight’s action

BY ERETT MCLAUGHLIN
THESURNAL

WALHALLA —The
Oconee County Couneil
will hald a public hear-
ing aiid the third reading
tonight on a 415-acre, S.C.
Highway 11 parcel they
havealready agreed to
purchase,

Couneil Chairman Rep

FROM PAGE A1

to pay $2.5 million In cash.
The purchase agreement
comes despite an scknowl-
edged lack of consensus
the property’s future use,
in the face of only a vagun
timeline for development
and before tonight's public
hearing,

The first itern of business
on tonight’s council agenda
is a presentation by Dan
Esteban of B.P, Barber, the
firm that has condueted
studies and surveved the
property. A Barber sche:
matic of pessible future use
was rolled out two weelis
ago, showing extensive
recreational facilities
and several industrial
buildings. After Moulder
pegged possible costs of the
recreational features at $30
million, several council-
men backed off recreation
planning and said they see
the site primarily as a com-
merecial or light industrial
development, with any
recreation ecmponent com-
ing later.

Couneil has not had con-
sensus on vse of the prop-

Dexter, County Admin:
istrator Seott Moulder

and property sellar B 3
“Snook” England Jr. inked
8 purchase agreement on
the so-called Project North
property Thursday, contin-
gent on council approval,
Moudder said the purchase
agrecment was part of the
“tue diligence” he was
instructed to conduct on

erty since the purchase
emerged from a six-year
hiatus this past summer,
Councilman Paul Corbeil
first put forth the idea of a
mixed-use recreation/in-
dustrial complex similar to
one built in suburban At
lanta. Councilman Wayne
MeCall voiced immediate
dismay at the idea of recre-
ational use to the exclision

of indusiry. Meanwhile

Councilman Mario Stuarez
applauded the building of
ball and soccer fields and a
possible indoor recreation
building with a pool.

The lack of consensus
led citizens to call for a
plan, which prompted the
schematic introduced by
the Barber firm two weeks
agn,

Ocones Council has said
it will use about $1.7 mil
lion inpast and futire util
ity tax credits fiom Blua
Ridge Electric to make the
buy. The acreage is in the
Blue Ridge service area.
Of that amount, $700,000
would be advanced from
the county’s cash reserves.
The $800,000 balance of the
funds would come from

behallofthe coumnty,

Council member's had
previously said the par-
chase must be closed by the
end of the year to get the
“below market value” price
being offered by England.
Thursday's purchase
agrecment carries the
same deadline for closing
the deal.

England isa lifelong

previously hudgeted prog-
ects never undertaken and
from an economie develop:
ment millage fund,
Couneil members
denled Iast week that the
SC Highway 11 property
representsa shift in connty
development sirategy away
from the county's other
400-acre parcel, the Golden
Corner Commeree Park on

5.C. Highway 59 near Fair

Play, or from Interstate 85
development,

At the same time, how-
ever, Thrift, Dexter and
Corbeil have al] indicated
they expect Praject North
eould be marketahle in
12 to 24 months due to the
proximiity of existing sewer
and water lines, They have
said Golden Corner devel-
opment could take three
Years or more becayse in:
frastrugture must he buil
from scratch.

The public participation
portion of tonight’s Pine
Street meeting begins
at 6 p.m., followed by the
regular council meeting at
7 p.m.

Y

friend of Council Vire
Chairman Josl Thrift, in
whose distriet the land
is located. While Thrift
has gomiribvated to con-
versations regarding the
purehase, he has recused
himselffrom voting on the
isEne,

The county has agreed

before
hearin

Web poll: 90 pé;cent oppose purchase

ot
THEKIUIRNAE STARE week i3 any indication,
“publi¢ sentiment could
A public hearing run against the souncil
on the Project North at the hearing,
purchase is slated In the sample, 80 per-
for tonight’s Oconeg cent of respondents said
County Council meet- the couneil should not
ing. Iftheresultsofa  * buy more land, Another
poll eonducted on The 10°percent said the coun-
Journal’s UpstateToday. il should make a more
com Website the past affordable investment.




