Council OKs Highway 11
purchase despite outcry
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Oconee resident Berry Nichols speaks out against the way the Oconee County Council has handled the purchase of property on
S.C. Hﬁlﬂﬁmgﬂl at Tuesday night's council meeting in Walhalla. “You've got your head in the sand too long, and you have your
ears full,” he said. ' - :
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WALHALLA —Byadl
vote, the Oconge County
Council sealed the deal late
Tuesday night on purchas-
ing 415 acres on S.C. High-
wayv 11 for econcmic deuelu{k
ment.

Counctl fook theautlun
despite vehem&ntprﬂtests
from frustrated  and some-
times anglry —résidents
who showed up In unprec-
edented numbers during.
Tuesday's public hearing.

The final vote was takenat
11:15 p.m. when Chairman
Reg Dexter and Council-
men Paul Carbeil and Mario
Suarez voted in favor of the
$2.5 milllon plirchase.

Councilman Wayne Me:
‘Call, blasting the lack ef a
plan to develop the property
and a sales agresment that
was signed last week, voted

“against i,

CouncilmanJoal Phrift
waited outside Couneil
Chambers until the vote was
concluded. Thrift decided

‘not to vote in the matter be-
cause of his lifelong friend-
ship with the seller.

It looked as iT the ordi-
nance would never make it
to a vote because of the num-
ber of people who wanted fo
‘give their opinions.

Late into the night, asone

Partof 2 mndmg—mnm-mlf crawd, predominantly nmnmd
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‘person lashed out against to the purchase of 415 acres on Highway 11, applaud
the deal and the way council  cause during Tuesday night's marathon Oconee County Coun-
.. - S cil meeting. Council approved the $2.5 million purchase by a
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had handled the matter,
someone in the atidience

| @sked Dexter ifa time
limit could be set.

Dextorsaid thers Wer
no Himits,

“lt gould be a filibus-

"he sald.

Mut:h‘ of the public was
still reacting to concep-
tua! plans rolled out two
wepks aAgn sugzesting
that half of the property
could be developed into
a recreational complex
that could cost tens of
millions of dollars,

Since then, council-
men have pushed back
against recreational use
of the property and have
said that the focus has

| always been drawing
{ndustry and creating
jobs.

“*We have a segment
opposed to buying; we
have a segment opposed

torecreation,” Corbeil
said in addressing some
of the publie’s comments.
S think there's a lot of

: peﬂplﬂ worried we're go-

ing to spend $30 milljon
on recreation, and that's
not going to happen.”
Council also voted
Tuesday night to move
-ahead with the City of

'Senaca to acquire the:

Propex industrial facil-
ity after almost tabling
the proposal hecause of

contamination Issulas at
_ the site.

Council voted 41 to.
moveforward after Sene-

ca Mavor Dan Alexander

gaid a company looking
to do business at the
facility would walk away
if'a deal was not worked
out by todav.

County Administrator
Seott Moulder said the
county could still walk
away from the Propex
deal should due diligence

bring up more red flags

regarding contamina-

tion, _
Motdder also said the

nidentified company

jookingto use the Propex
facility would bring 60
johs.

“They'l take their
business to Spartanbur'g-

“itwe don't get it done,”

hesaid. |

Seneca City Council
has scheduled aﬁnal
vote on the Propex dﬂal
for today.

Councilalso approved
a resplution lending its
support to a bond {ssne
backed by the Federa‘t
government of up msr.a
miltlion to help develop
an assisted Hving com-
plex near Keowee Key.

Council still had
nearly half of its agenda
remaining as midnight
approached.
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